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Dan. ii. 44. 

“ And in the days of these 
kings shall the God of heaven set 
up a kingdom which shall never 
be destroyed.” 


T hese words are part of the inter- 
pretation of a dream, in which God 
nade known to Nebuchadnezzar, 
by his prophet Daniel, what should 
be in the latter days. The king 
had but an. imperfect recollection 
of his dream, and demanded of the 
wise men of Babylon, that they 
should make known to him his 
dream, and its interpretation, or 
that they should suffer death... This 
was beyond their power. And their 
heathen gods were as insufficient 
to perform this task, as themselves. 
The decree, however unreasonable 
was irreversible. 


Vor. VIT. No. 11. 





Daniel, being among the number 
of the wise men, was sought to be 
slain. Being informed of the de- 
cree, and trusting in God, he pro- 
mised to show the dream and its 
interpretation. After joining with 
his companions in prayer, that God 
would reveal the secret, he was 
prepared to satisfy the king’s de- 
mand. Thus he saved his own 
life, and the lives of all the wise 
men of Babylon. Instead of tak- 
ing praise to himself, he ascribes 
all the praise toGod. He inform- 
ed the king that he had not discov- 
ered the dream by his own wisdom, 
but God had made it known to him, 
that he might reveal it to the king. 

The dream was of an image 
whose head was of gold ; the breasts 
and arms of silver ; the belly and 
thighs of brass ; the legs of iron ; 
and the icet of iron and clay. The 
design of this was to represent the 
four Monarchies which have been 
more celebrated than any others. 
The head of gold represented the 
Chaldean monarchy, which was 
pre-eminent over all succeeding 
ones, on account of riches, magni- 
ficence, and prosperity. The king- 
dom of the Medes and Persians 
succecded the Chaldean, and was 
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ag inferior as silver is to gold. The 
Macedonian or Grecian, which next 
succeeded, had less magnificence 
than the former. It was founded and 
supported by force of arms, many 
of which were made of brass. 

The Roman empire succeeded 
the Macedonian, and like iron brake 
and subdued all before it. ‘The 
eastern and western empires, into 
which it divided, represent the legs 
on which the image stood. The 
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its progress. Our Saviour express. 
ly said that his kingdom was not of 
this world. His disciples vainly 
supposed that he was about to es- 
tablish a temporal kingdom on earth, 
and to liberate the Jews from their 
oppressions by the Romans. This 
appeared to be the impression of 
all his adherents. After he had 


| fed five thousand people wiih five 


toes, into which the feet divided, | 


represent the ten kingdoms into 


which the empire was broken. ‘The | 


compound of iron and clay de- 
scribes their civil wars, their uniting 
with conquered nations and with 
the Goths and Vandals, which, in- 
stead of strengthening, tended to 
subvert the empire. 

*¢ ‘The history cf these four king- 
doms comprises the grand transac- 


tions of men from the days of 


Daniel to the present time. ‘The 
church has had more concern with 
them than any other empires. The 
counirics belonging to them. have 
been the chicf seat of the Redeem- 
ers kingdom which will be render- 
ed universal by the total subver- 
sion of the last of them.” 

In the days of these kings shall 
the God of Heaven set up a king- 
dom which shall never be destroyed. 


| 
| 
| 





| 
| 


While the Roman power shou!d | 


continue, the God of Heaven would 
establish the kingdom of Christ, 
which would destroy all these king- 
doms, and continue for ever. 

In attending to this subject, let 
ts notice the nature, the duration, 
and exteat of this kingdom. 

I. The nature of this kingdom. 

It is a spiritual kingdom, ce- 
pending not on human power end 
authority, but opposed to the splen- 
dor of this world and all the com- 
bined influence of these who oppose 


aed 


ioaves and two small fishes, so 
vreatiy had he raised himself in 
their favor that they determined he 
should be king. ‘To prevent their 
importunity, he hid himself from 
them. } 

So far were civil power and tem- 
poral agerendizement from his 
view, that his servants were few 
in number, unarmed, inoffensive in 
their conduct; and even when he 
was apprehended by his enemies, 
they were not allowed to delend 
himfrom their malicious designs. 
That Jesus Christ had no desire to 
obiajn civil power, appeared in all 
his conduct and conversation. He 
commanded obedience to civil ma- 
gistrates—to render to Cesar the 
dungs which were Cesar’s. 

It was in his power to have rul- 
ed as atemporal king; for all things 
were under his control, being King 
of kings and Lord of lords. But 
this was opposed to his design. He 
came, not to assume pomp and 
splendor, but to recommend humili- 
ty, self-denial, and all those virtues 
which tend to qualily his subjects 
tur the employments of heaven. 
He sat them an example of patience 
under suflcriug—ol rendering ood 
for evil, and of cisregarding the 
vain distinctions which arise from 
riches and power. Hie taught them 
to look beyond the emoluments of 
this world for the reward of their 
sufferings and Gdelity in his cause. 

The kingdom of Christ did net. 
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like the kingdoms of this world, ori- 
ginate in the pride and passions of 
men for earthly distinctions, but 
originated in heaven with the be- 
nevolent design of promoting right- 
cousness, peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. \t does not consist in ex- 
ternal -pomp ard grandeur, like 
that of the kingdoms of this world, 
but it is a government exercised on 
the mind, as well as external con- 
duct, and has respect to a future 
state. 

The object of this kingdom, is | 
not to aggrandize its favorites—to | 
raise them to power and greatness 
by spreading devastation and ruin 
on all around—but the glory 
of Goo, the increase of holiness in 
the world, and to prepare its sub- 
jects for eternal happiness. 

God designs his own glory and 
the good of his creatures in all his 
administrations. In promoting this, 
he increases holiness in the world, 
and thus prepares his subjects for 
the blessediness of his eternal king- 
dom. 

The laws of Christ’s kingdom 
are spiritual. ‘They are holy, just, 
and good. 

In the administration of earthly 
governments, there is often great 
injustice. Laws which are enacted 
do not operate impartially uponall. | 


{t is not so in the laws of Christ’s | 


kingdom. ‘Lhese operate with im- 


partiality on all, and no injustice | 


isdone to any. No discrimination 
is made on account of external en- 
dowments. Hich and low, rich,as | 
well as poor, are alike subject to | 
these laws. 

In the governments of this world, 
the external conduct only can be 
regarded. Human laws cannot look 
to the motives of the heart. But 
the laws of Christ’s kingdom re- 
quire, not only an external obedi- 
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ence, but that this be performed 
cat of love to Christ and of a wil- 
ling mind. They require the af- 
fections, and regulate all the pas- 
sions of the soul. They forbid 
anger, malice, and revenge, though 
retained in the heart, of which 
earthly governments can take no 
cognizance. 

These laws inculeate love and 
| good will to all nations—that we 
| Jove our enemies, bless them that 
‘curse us, and pray for them that 

| despitetully use, persecute, and 

,abuse us. They allow of no 
partial or interested feelings—but 
| recognize all men as members of 
one great family, and enjoin that 
we do unto others as we would that 
they should do unto us. 

The subjects of this kingdom are 
those who do not contend for the 
honor which cometh from men— 
but are willing to suffer the loss of 
all things, that they may become 
holy like their Master. They live 
above, and look beyond the emo!- 
uments of this vain world, 

The rewards of this kingdom 
are spiritual. These are, peace of 
conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost, 
‘and eternal blessedness in God's 
heavenly kingdom. ‘There he will 
finally bring all his chosen ones. 
‘He holds out to them no flattering 
prospects of worldly aggrandize- 
'ment—but tells them of many tri- 
| als, which they must expect, if they 
_ would be followers of him. Through 
all their trials, he encourages them 
to persevere, and to look for the re- 
ward of their fidelity in his heaven- 
ly kingdom. 

Thus yousce the spiritual nature 
of Christ’s kingdom. 

I proceed to show, 

Il. The duration and extent of 
this kingdom. 

It can never be destroyed. It 
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shall endure when all earthly king- 
doms shall be no more. 

The governments of this world 
are continually changing. Revolu- 
tion succeeds to revolution, and one 
kingdom is swallowed up in anoth- 
er. 
But the kingdom of Christ has 
none of these changes. It is es- 
tablished on a firmer foundation, 
and can never be shaken. The 
revolutions of the world cannot ma- 
terially affect its interests. For 
the kingdoin and dominion and the 
greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven shall be given to the 
people of the saints of the Most High, 
whose kingdom 1s an everlasting 
kingdom and all dominions shall 
serve and obey Him. 

In respect to the extent of this 
kingdom, it is represented by a 
stone cut out without hands, which 
smote the image upon his feet and 
became a great mountain and filled 
the whole earth. 'The stone here 
means the Messiah. His kingdom 
from small beginnings shall pro- 
ceed to fill the whole earth. 

The dominion and power of 
earthly kings are limited. Christ 
is the great king over all the earth. 
All are his servants and at his con- 
trol. His power is unlimited. He 
doth his pleasure in heaven and 
earth, seas and all deep places. As 
God, he governs the universe. To 
the mad ambition of aspiring mon- 
archs he says, as to the proud 
waves of the sea, “ hitherto shalt 
thou come and no further.” His 
dominion is, therefore, unlimited. 

But his kingdom of grace is what 
the text has principally in view. 
This has extended throughout the 
world. Some of all nations have 
become its happy subjects and bow- 
ed tahis sceptre. But it will have 
a more glorious influence, until 








every knee shall bow to him, and 
every tongue confess his name. 
Satan shall be bound and deceive 
the nations no more. That Athe- 
istical power, which is Anti-christ, 
shall be wholly destroyed. He 
shall come to his end and none 
shall help hin. The Jews shali 
be brought to the knowledge of 
Christ and to a cordial reception 
of him. The darkness of heathen- 
ism shall be dispelled by the cheer- 
ing light of the glorious gospel ; 
and Zion’s songs shall succeed to 
savage yells. ‘The church of Christ, 
happily enlarged, shall flourish in 
glorious peace and purity. 

From this subject we learn, 

1. However opposed to this 
kingdom the enemies of religion 
may be, their opposition will avail 
nothing. It shall stand, though earth 
and hell unite against it. All its 
opposers shall fall under its power. 

Many have been the enemies of 
this kingdom. In the early intro- 
duction of Christianity, the arm of 
civil power was stretched out a- 
gainst it, which issued in the most 
bloody persecutions. In every 
period of the church, there have 
been those, who have set them- 
selves against this kingdom. The 
kings of the earth took counsel 
against the Lord and against his 
anointed. But he that sat in the 
heavens had them in derision, In- 
fidelity has triumphed. It has litt- 
ed its brazen front and seemed 
ready to crush the church ; but it 
shall be brought down. Its triumph- 
ing, like that of the wicked, shall 
be short. 

The cause of Christ has prevail- 
ed over all opposition. He has 
extended bis conquests and spread 
the triumphs of his cross—and will 
more gloriously display them, until 
all his enemies are subdued. 
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Let none flatter themselves that 
they shall succeed in their opposi- 
tion. They may war with the 
elements and fight against the hea- 
vens with as good hope of success. 
They will only hasten on their own 
down-fall and misery. 

2. The Church of Christ may 
rejoice in the glorious prospects 
which are before her. 

However depressed she may 
now be, and prophesying in sack- 
cloth, the time of her deliverance 
isathand. She will soon exchange 
her habiliments of mourning, for 
garments of joy and rejoicing.— 
The days of her mourning are al- 
most ended. She may, even now, 
lift up her head with joy and be- 
hold her redemption drawing nigh. 
Long has been her night of sorrow, 
sharp her conflicts, and deep her 
wounds ; but great are her conso- 
lations, precious her promises, and 
sure her victory. Jesus her King 
has promised that her triumphs 
shall be great, and that she shall be 
glorious in all the earth. Glorious 
things are spoken of this city of 
God. These will be accomplished 
to the praise and glory of God. 

Amidst the dreadful scenes 
which have been acting in the 
world, the Church of Christ has 
stood firm and unmoved. Though 
war has spread devastation and 
ruin through so great a part of the 
world, the Church has suffered no 
loss—but has waved her banners 
and spread her triumphs amidst 
this universal desolation. This 
is the kingdom which Christ has 
set up and which shall never be 
moved. 

3. From Scripture prophecy and 
the signs of the times, we are war- 
ranted to believe that this time is 
not far distant. The predictions 
of those events which were neces- 
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sary to take place, before the glo- 
rious days of the Church should 
commence, appear to be nearly 
accomplished. We hope the Church 
has seen her worst days. 

The time of the vintage and 
harvest of the earth, in which the 
wine press is trodden and blood 
comes out of the wine press even 
unto the horses’ bridles, by the 
space of 1600 furlongs, has, it is 
believed, been for some time past 
taking place. Babylon is so fall- 
en that she can never rise again. 
What additional judgments will 
be inflicted on the guilty nations, 
and on our own, we presume not 
tosay. How many, great, and ex- 
tensive these will be, time 
must declare. We hope the 
Church of Christ will not be great- 
ly affected by them. Jesus Christ 
is extending his conquest into the 
Heathen world. Multitudes, who 
lately were bowing before idol 
gods, are now bowing before Je- 
hovah Jesus, and yielding to him 
the homage of their souls. The 
friends of Zion have waked up to 
pray forher peace. They have dis- 
played unusual liberality to help 
on the glorious cause. 

Amidst the confusion of the na- 
tions, there have been remarkable 


country and in England. 

Missionary Societies have been 
instituted for the purpose of Chris- 
tianizing the Heathen—Bible So- 
cieties to translate the Holy Scrip- 
tures into their various languages, 
an‘l to distribute them to the neces- 
sitous. By these much has been 
done, even to the astonishment of 
the Christian world. 

Within a few years past more 
hasbeen done to spread the Gospel, 
than in centuries. _ The liberality 





of Christians, to promote these im- 


revivals of religion both in this | 
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yortant objects, is great anid increas- 
ing. ‘They have considered the 
sivey and gold as the Lord’s, and 
imparted freely to translate his ho- 
ly word into other languages, and 
to circulate it in our own—to send 
Missionaries to the destitute and to 
heathen nations. Men have come 
forward and offered to devote them- 
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joyful day, you. must: put forth 
your hand to this blessed work and 
exert all your powers in the service 
of God. 

All are not qualified for public 
teachers or Missionaries—But aj] 
have duties devolving on them.—- 
The rich should impart liberally 
of their substance. ‘The poor may 


selves to this important work.— | be rich in faith and good works,— 
Yt hey have forsaken their dearest | Parents may advance the inter- 


enjoyments to encounter the hard- 
ships and dangers of heathen lands. 

Many who | were sitting in dark- | 
ness have seen great light. Church- 





esis of the church by instructing 
and counselling their chiidren and 
bringing them up for God,  Chris- 
tians may help the church by 


es have been formed where the | | their good examples, their charities, 


true God was not known. 
things are favorable to the cause of 
Zion. And it is by these ayd sim- 


ilar means that the kingdom of 


Christ is to be advanced, and his 
dominion extended over all the 
earth. 

With rapturous exultation we 
may look forward to this bright 
ani glorious day. ‘Then the her- 
walds of salvation shall sound the 
gospel trumpet to all nations and 
people under heaven—And every 
heart shall feel its happy influence. 


Then violence shall cease, and the | 


cry of oppression shall be heard no 
more. ‘he sound of the trump- 
et and alarin of war shall no more 
pain the ear and appal-the heart. 
No longer shall thousands of un- 
happy temales be yearly immola- 
ted on the funeral pile, nor the in- 
fatuated = worshippers of Jugger- 
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their private counsels, and by their 
prayers. Pray for the peace of 
J erusalem—they shall prosper that 
love her. 

4. The enemies of religion have 
reason totremble. In_ proportion 
as the cause of Christ advances 
will be their danger. The judg- 
ments which are yet in reserve will 
prove their destruction, unless a 
seasonable repentance prevent.— 
What, O sinner, will you do in this 
day of the righteous visitation of 
Goi! Your efforts to destroy 
Christ’s kingdom have been una- 
vailing—and you will fall into the 
snare which you have laid. Hear 
the awiul words of our Saviour.— 
Those mine enemies which would not 


that L should reign over them, bring 
them luther and sloy them before me. 


naut be crushed under the chariot | 


whee's of the hideous Idol. 


Enlighte neu i by the ¢ glorio Us ( 05- 


pel, the Idols of the Eins athen shall | power. 


To Concivupe, 
Christians, pray for the advance- 


| ment of Christ’s Kinedom—that it 


‘nay speedily come with glorious 
Be not disheartened at 


be broken in pieces, and the prais- | isles in the short contest which re- 


es of Jehovah shall resound where 
now his name 


happy day ! 


is unkuow n. 


Would you, my hearers, aid on this | and will prevail. 
i 


| 


mains. Soon your victory , will be 


O | complete, and your trigmph glori- 
What hezrt does not | ous. 


exult in the pleasing prospect !| ged for you. 


Jesus your King has enga- 
The cause is his, 


And his are the 
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kingdom and power and glory for 
ever and ever. 

For Zion’s sake I will not hold 
my peace, and for J erusalem’s sake 
I will not rest until the righteous- 
ness thereof goforth as brightness 
and the salvation thereof as a lamp 
that burneth.—Amen. 


-——o+C— 


The Credibility and Inspiration of 
the book of Exodus. 


AVING endeavored to exhib- 

_ it some of the evidence of 
the authenticity and divine author- 
ity of the sacred book of Genesis, 
we now proceed toa similar, though 
more concise, examination of the 
book of Exodus. The book of 
Genesis, standing at the head of the 
Volume of Inspiration, and being, 
in a sense, the foundation of all 
that follow, requires a more full in- 
vestigation of the evidences of its 
divine authority, than any other. 
All the succeeding books of the 
holy Scriptures profess to have the 
same origin, and as they are the 
rule of our faith, and the founda- 
tion of all our hope, they merit an 
attentive consideration. How far 
this subject will be prosecuted in 
the present manner, cannot now be 
determined ; it will depend on the 
opportunity of the writer, and the 
inclination of thexpatrons and read- 
ers of the Magazine. 

Ancient names are generally sig- 
nificant. This is true in ail lan- 
guages. They are designed to 
convey some particular idea, and, 
generally, to indicate the character 
of the object to which the name is 
applied. This observation will ap- 
ply to all the five sacred books of 
Moses. The meaning of the word 
Genesis, is a generation. It is giv- 





en to that book, hecause it contains 
an account of the origin, or genera- 
tion of the world, of all animals, 
and of man. .The next book is 
called Exodus ; which signifies a 
going out, or departure. ‘This 
name is given to the book, because 
the principal subject of it is the 
departure of the children of Israel 
from Egypt, and from slavery.— 
This great event, in the holy Pro- 
vidence of God, was one of the 
most remarkable of ‘all the divine 
dispensations concerning his peo- 
ple, previous to the coming of 
Christ; and, above every other, is 
always celebrated by the prophets, 
and saints of old. In reference to 
this event, the Psalmist declares in 
a rapture of thanksgiving to God, 
** He brought them forth also with 
silver and gold; and there was 
not one feeble person among their 
tribes.” 

The sacred history contained in 
the book of Genesis, is concluded 
with the death of Joseph. The 
book of Exodus opens with a very 
bricf account of the progressive 
and rapid increase of the Hebrew 
tribes. ‘* The children of Israel 
were fruitful and increased abun- 
dantly.” It is soon added, * Now 
there arose up a new king over 
Egypt, which knew not Joseph.” 
While Joseph lived, the influence 
which he must possess in the court 
of Pharoah, together with a con- 
stant recollection of the peculiar 
obligations the whole nation was un- 
der to him, would be sufiicient to 
ensure his people a kind and gen- 
tle treatment. But afler his death, 
the memory of their great benefac- 
tor, by the powerful infuence of 
national pride, and a jealousy of the 
rising strangers, would soon be for- 
gotten. Ths services and the 
memory of Joseph were forgotten, 
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to that degree, that his kindred and 
his posterity were subjected to se- 
vere bondage, under the iron hand 
of unfeeling power. A sketch of 
the severity of their oppressions, 
and of the cruel measures of the 
Egyptians to prevent their increase, 
is then given. The sacred histori- 
an next records the birth of Moses, 
with the singularly providential 
manner in which the infant was 
preserved from the general de- 
struction. We then follow this in- 
teresting character to the court of 
Pharaoh, to his voluntary banish- 
ment, to the pastures of Midian, 
to the burning bushof Oreb. We 
then see him commissioned by the 
God of his fathers for the deliver- 
ance of his people, we return with 
him to the royal court, demanding 
the release of the captives of Israel, 
and on a refusal summoning all the 
plagues of heaven to his service. 
The unrelenting tyrant would not 
release enslaved Israel, though of- 
ten promising, till called to mourn 
the death of his first-born son.— 
The king and all the families of 
Egypt, being involved in this dis- 
tressing calamity, they arose in 
haste, and, with the utmost earn- 
estness, urged the depariure of Is- 
rael, their wives and little ones, 
their flocks and'herds, and drove 
them from their land. ‘ Egypt 
was glad when they departed ; for 
the fear of them fell upon them.” 
In this extremity, “* the Lord gave 
the people favor in the sight of the 
Egyptians, and they borrowed of 
the Egyptians, jewels of silver, 
and jewels of gold, and raiment.” 
Thus, “ he brought them forth with 
silver and gold.” 

The court of Pharaoh, soon re- 
flecting how much they had lost in 
the services of this n<merous peo- 
ple, lamented that they had con- 





sented to their departure ; and con- 
cluding that they had no leaders 
equal to the conduct of such a 
mighty enterprise, determined to 
pursue them, and bring them back 
to slavery. They followed them 
to the Red Sea : Israel’s God par- 
ted the waters; the chosen seed 
passed through in safety ; the host 
of Egypt followed in the pursuit ; 
the waters rolled together, and all 
were destroyed. The first sab- 
bath from the departure was then 
celebrated ; on which they sung the 
animated song: ‘* The Lord hath 
triumphed gloriously.” 

The seed of Jacob soon resume 
their march, we see them moving 
toward the land of promise. The 
Lord gives them bread from heay- 
en. ‘They remove to the foot of 
Mount Sinai. Here new scenes 
open to our view. This afflicted 
people is the church of the Redee- 
mer. ‘To them must be committed 
the moral law ; with them must be 
entrusted the oracles of God. This 
people are a separate, independent 
nation, acknowledging no authori- 
ty but the God of their fathers.— 
Civil laws and religious rites must 
be established among them, for 
their preservation and welfare.— 
For this purpose, we see Jehovah 
descending and alighting upon the 
top of Sinai, in a manner worthy 
of himself, and inscribing, in inde- 
lible characters, the ten command- 
ments of the moral law. All the 
circumstances attending this trans- 
action are worthy of the exalted 
dignity of the occasion ; and the 
sanctions of this law, as well as its 
intrinsic worth, are superior to any 
thing else ever communicated from 
God to men. Alittle after Moses 
is again called to the presence of 
God, and receives directions con- 
cerning the. creation and ‘form of 


= tot eebh. oa bee oe OO 


~ 





ie14.] The C redibility and Inspiration of the Book of Excdus. 409 


the tabernacle, the ark of the cov- 
enant, the mercy-seat, and the 
cherubims, between which the 
Lord would deign to dwell. He is 
also directed to consecrate Aaron 
and his sons to a holy priesthood, 
and is taught the manner of the 
{rue worship to be paid to the God 
of Israel. ‘The sacred historian 
then gives an account of the execu- 


tion of all these injunctions, amd a’ 


cordial approbation of the perform- 
ance by the great prophet of God, 
according to the pattern shewn him 
in the mount. After which, with 
the mention of the glory of the 
Lord filling the tabernacle, that 
Moses could not enter the sacred 
tent, and solemnly abiding upon the 
mercy-seat, the book concludes.— 
This is a brief view of the portion 
of sacred history contained in the 
heok of Exodus. 

These interesting scenes are 
cast back to such a remote period 
in the history of mankind, that they 
can derive but little support from 
collateral evidence. There are 
no profane histories extant, that 
were written wighin several cen- 
turies of the tin@of Moses. The 
external evidence, then, by which 
the leading facts of this historic 
book are supported, must be of a 
circumstantial kind. Still they are 
such as to afford a very satisfactory 
proof. ‘The great event of this 
book, the deliverance of Israel from 
Egyptian slavery, is preserved in 
all the histories, and historic monu- 
ments, and traditions, of the Isra- 
elitish nation, to the present day. 
This event is also well authentica- 
ted by the traditions of the Egyp- 
tians, by the Arabians, and the 
present nations of Palestine. Nu- 
menius, an ancient philosopher, 
speaks of the opposition of the L- 
gyptian magicians to the mirccles 

Vor. VII. NO. 11. 





of Moses. The departure of Isra- 
el fiom Egypt, is mentioned by 
Polemon, a Greek writer ; by Ma- 
netho, the ancient historian of E- 
gypt; by Trogus Pompeius, an 
early Roman writer, who wrote a 
Universal History ; and by Taci- 
tus, the most eminent of all the his- 
torians of Rome. Tacitus, how- 
ever, has annexed to his account, 
manyabsurd and erroneous additions 
which, though in themselves un- 
déserving of credit, do not isvali- 
date the principal facts. Orpheus, 
a very ancient poet, speaks of the 
delivery of the two tables of the 
law from God, and of the institu- 
tion of the Hebrew rites. The 
account found in the Egyptian his- 
tory, of the irruption and departure 
of the Shepherd Kings, resembles 
the sacred account of the residence 
of Israel in Egypt, in such a num- 
ber of important particulars, that 
there is good reason to believe it re- 
fers to the same event. Josephus, 
x historian of great credit, gives a 
particular account of these ancient 
events, as historic facts well attes- 
ted. The Arabians have a very 
clear traditionary history of Mdses, 
and profess to show, at the present 
time, the place where he tended the 
flocks of the priest of Midian. 

We shall now make a few obser- 
vations, to show the credibility of 
this portion of sacred history. 

1. The antiquity and power 
here ascribed to the Egyptian na- 
tion, are not greater than may be 
reasonably believed. The Exyp- 
tians themselves place the origin 
ef their nation in the remotest pe- 
riod of antiquity, even further back 
than can possibly be allowed. But 
all people agree in allowing them 
to be one of the most ancient na- 
tions existing ; and one that, in ve- 
ry early times, made great advan- 
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ces in civilization and arts. Of 
their great antiquity, of their arts, 
their wealth, their power, even in 
the most early times, no further ev- 
idence need be adduced, than those 
‘stupendous monuments of ancient 
greatness which are standing at this 
day. The Pyramids of Egypt, 
viewed in all ages as one of the 
wonders of the world, now stand- 
inz in astate of great preservation, 
are of a date more ancient than 
historic record. No history deter- 
mines the period of their erection, 
the object for which they were built, 
nor the persons by whom they were 
reared. Yet, they are works of in- 
calculable labor, and exhibit extra- 
ordinary proofs of workmanship 
andskill. ‘These monuments are 
thought to be as ancient as the 
time of Moses, perhaps as the time of 
Joseph. They give us an impres- 
sion of the ancient wealth, and 
power, and arts, and pride, of 
Eeypt; very conformatie to the 
reepresentation coritained in the 
book of Exodus.—These stupen- 
ous fabrics must have been the 
work of slaves. None but despots, 
who commanded hundreds of thou- 
sands of slaves, could ever accom- 
pish such a work. ‘This then is 
perfectly agreeable to the national 
character, as given in this book.— 
indeed there is much reason to be- 
lieve, that the hard slavery of Is- 
ree! was for the erection of some of 
these monuments of tyranny, which, 
like the illustrious people who rear- 
ed them, will survive the ruin of 
nations, and out live the wreck of 
ages. Itseemshighly appropriate, 
in the events of divine providence, 
that as God evidently designs to 
transmit to the most distant ages 
the memory of the sufferings of his 
chosen seed ; the monuments of 
their labor and skill, of their bur- 
dens and groans, shall be their liv- 


ing testimony to the remotest peri- 
od of time. Other monuments of 
ancient power and splendor are 
found in Egypt, the Lake Metis, 
the Labyrinth, the Obelisks, with 
some ruins of cities, which are not 
equalled by those of any other peo- 
ple. All these strongly contirm 
the sacred account. 

2. ‘The antiquity and early char- 
acter assigned by the book of Exo- 
aus to the nation of Israel, is sup- 
ported by the most ample evidence. 
This is confirmed by all their own 
histories. Their antiquity, their 
eariy power and greatness, are con- 
firmed by the concurrent testimony 
ofevery neighboring people. The 
magnificence of their temple, a 
most convincing proof of their an- 
tiquity and greatness, is attested 
by several authentic historians of 
cther countries. Cn this subject, 
the letter of Artaxexes king of Per- 
sia, recorded in the fourth chapter 
of Ezra, isremarkeble. “ I com- 
manded and search hath been made, 
and it is found, that this city of old 
time hath made insurrection against 
kings.—There have been mighty 
kings also over @rusalem, which 
have ruled over all countries be- 
yond the river.” This testimony 
is derived from the records of Per- 
sia. 

3. The bock cf Exodus repre- 
sents the people of Israel as a sep- 
arate people, distinguished from ev- 
ery other, by their origin, their man- 
ners, and their laws. In confirm- 
ation of this, we need no otber evi- 
dence than their whole character, 
from the time of Moses to the pres- 
ent day. Haman told king Ahasue- 
rus, ‘There is acertain people, dis- 
persed—in all the provinces of thy 
kingdom , and their laws are di- 
verse from all people.” Other na- 
tions have united and intermixed ; 
but the seed of Jacob have ever 
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been distinct and alone among the 
nations. As they were severed 
from the Egyptians by the coud of 
darkness in the passage of the Red 
Sea, 60 have they ever been dis- 
tinctly separated from every other 
people. 





some particular cause for their 
first institution, and if history or 
tradition assign any probable cause, 
there is every reason to believe 
that such is the true origin. His- 
torians have further observed, that 


. { . 
This remarkable charac- | there are no festivals or usages, so 


teristic of that people is predicted | sacredly observed by every people, 
by the prophecy of Balaam, de- | with such constancy and exact- 
claring, ** the people shall dwell | ness, as those which pertain to 


ak me. 7 


And, in view of their) their religion—To omit all the 


wonderful preservation, we natu- | other festivals and peculiar cus- 


rally exclaim with Moses, “‘Who is | toms of 


the Jewish nation, we 


like unto thee, O people, saved by | shall notice only the passover. That 


the Lord ?” 

4. In the book of Exodus, we 
have a particular accountof the in- 
stitution of the rites and ordinances 
of the Jewish religions That these 
rites have existed, that many of 
them exist and are faithfully ob- 
served at the present day, is a truth 
that needs no proof. All histori- 
ans consider the existence of par- 
ticular usages, among any people, 
especially such as are peculiar to 
themselves, and must have hada 
positive institution, as the most 
certain sources of history. Should 
it be found, centuries hence, that 
the fourth of July is observed by 
the people of this country, as a pub- 
lic festival, it will be an evidence 
more certain than any history 
which can be transmitted, that 
that day commenced our national 
pre -pendence. 


isa rite, and a distinguished festi- 


| val, which has been celebrated in 


every age of the Jewish nation ; it 
is an ordinance peculiar to that 
people, by which they have always 
been distinguisheda The book of 
Exodus informs us of the origin 
and the true cause of this memo- 
rable institution. The observance 
of that festival, at the present day, 
is a living testimony of the truth of 
the sacred narration. In the most 
faithful adherence to those religious 
institutions which were prescribed 
by Moses, according to the tesii- 
mony of the sacred history now he- 
fore us, the Jews were found when 
conquered by Nebuchadnezzar, 





| 





And it will be a| 


when persecuied by Epiphanes, 
when their temple was profaned 
by Pompey, and when they were 
finally subdued by Titus. These 
institutions must have had a begin- 


cémonstrable proof that the testimo- | | ning, and no cause can have any 


ny of history, which states that day | degree of probability but those as- 


ton 


to be the anniversary of our inde- signed by the sacred historian. 


pendence, is true. The festival | 
of the Lord’s Supper, universally 
observed in the Christian church, ! 
is : testimony” of the death and 


stifle rings of Christ, more weighty 


than could be drawn from any un- 
inspired history, ‘Every’ person 
reflecting upon such — festivals, 
knows that they must have hail a 
beginning, there must have been 


This sacred book represents 
‘the people of Isra¢l ‘as chosen of 
tod, and distinguished above eve- 
' ry other people with his special fa- 
vor. ‘Tosubsiantiate this truth, no 
more is necessary than to appeal to 
alt their history. In every period 
of time, they have been the pecul- 
iar care of God. Though often 
the v have 
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never been destroyed. Chastened, 
but not forsaken ; though God has 
made an end of other nations, he 
has never made a full end of them. 
All other ancient nations have been 
lost in the changes of humanevents, 
but the linea! descendants of Abra- 
ham and Jacob remain a wondrous 
monument of the care and truth of 
God. On this subject, we may 
well adopt the reasoning of St. 
Paul, ‘“‘ What advantage then hath 
the Jew ?—Much every way: 
chiefly because that untothem were 
committed the oracles of God.” 

We will examine some of the 
internal evidence of authenticity 
afforded by the book of Exodus. 

The genuineness of this book, to- 
gether with that ofthc other books of 
Moses, has been, as we believe, sat- 
isfactorily proved. That it was actu- 
ally written by Moses whose name 
itbears. And by a consideration 
of its internal character, we shall 
see that he hath written the words 
of truth. 

Moses was certainly able to 
know the truth or falsehood of the 
events here recorded. In the most 
of them, he was himself the prin- 
cipal actor, and was an immediate 
witness to the facts to which he tes- 
tifies. He well knew the charac- 
ter of the court of Pharaoh, but 
especially, the events which occur- 
red in his own presence. . He 
knew the situation of his brethren 
in bondage, for ‘ he went out unto 
his brethren, and looked on their 
burdens.”-—He knew the adven- 
tures of his own life in Midian, and 
he saw the burning bush, from 
which issued the voice of the Lord. 
In this most extraordinary event, 
there seems to have been no illusion 
or mistake. He saw the bush burm- 
ing, without any alarm, it was in 
the day-time, and as the bush did 
not consume, he turned to examinc 


this strange sight. . Then the An- 
gel of God called him by name. 
He saw the ten plagues, for they 
were sent and removed at his word, 
He conducted Israel out of Egypt 
and led them through the sea. At 
the call of God, he ascended the 
hill of Sinai, and received the law 
fromhim. At his descent, he be- 
held the golden calf, set up for an 
idol, and he soon destroyed the 
image. He received from God 
his directions concerning his wor- 
ship, and the form and service of 
the tabernacle. He saw them erec- 
> ted, and he consecrated Aaron and 
his sons according to the divine ap- 
pointment, and pronounced upon 
all, his approbation and blessing. — 
These constitute the _ principal 
things related in this book, and ot 
these the sacred historian was an 
eye-witness. 

The most of the evenis narra- 
ted inthe book of Exodus, were of a 
public nature, and had been re- 
cently transacted. ‘The occurren- 
ces in Egypt, at the Red Sea, at 
he mount of Sinai, were transac- 
ted in the presence of thousands of 
witnesses. This account was writ- 
ten and published while many of 
these witnesses were living. There 
couid not, then, have been any mis- 
representation or error in the nar- 
ration; for, in that case, it must 
‘have been immediately exposed 
and refuted. At*whatever period 
of Moses’ life this book was exhib- 
ited to public view, there were 
many living witnesses, who must 
have retained a clear recollection 
of these great events, and about 
which, there could not have been 
any deception or mistake. | 

The sacred history contained m 
this book gives no flattering ac- 
| count of the Jewish people. Were 
| any person to write a history of his 
own country in his own times, anc 
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give a very flattering account of 
the character and circumstances of 
his countrymen ; hiscotemporaries, 
from mere vanity, might possibly 
suffer the narration, though very 
erroncous, to pass to posterity as 
historical facts. But if the acount 
be unfavorable, and derogatory to 
their national character, it would 
never be suffered, could it possibly 
be controverted. In this book, the | 
whole nation appear as slaves un- 
der foreign masters ; they have be- 
come so abject in slavery, that 
when deliverance is offered them, 
they refuse to accept it. After they 
had seen the most manifest inter- 
positions of Heaven in their favor, 
they refuse to believe in God, con- 
stantly rebelling and murmuring 
against him. ‘Yaving beheld bis 
presence and his glory on the hill 
of Sinai, and heard his voice, and 
trembled at his power ; they short- 
ly relapse into the basest idolatry, 
and sing their peans to a golden 
calf. These things are related 
with the fidelity of conscious truth ; 
and there appears to be no conceal- 
ment of any unfavorable transac- 
tion, or any disposition to flatter 
the national vanity of that people. 

In this narration, there is no at- 
tempt to celebrate the character of 
Moses He is always spoken of 
in the simplest manner, without any 
poner of his services or virtues. 

is unreasonable reluctance when 
called of God, his frequent ill 
success with his own pcople, his 
abuse at the court of Pharaoh, are 
related in the fullest manner. 

The record here contained of the 
institution of the rites of their re- 
ligion, exhibits it as designed for a 
permanent system. It is then, a 
virtual appeal, not merely to co- 
temporaries but to posterity, wheth- 
er the record of these events is 





grrect, or .the invention of de- 


ceit. Succeeding generations must 
know whether those holy rites are 
transmitted to them from their pre- 
decessors, and they know whether 
they are received in such a form as 
described by the sacred historian. 
All succeeding times are thus ena- 
bled to decide on the veracity of 
this testimony. | 

From this exhibition of the ex- 
ternal and internal evidence, in con- 
firmation of the sacred history con- 
tained in the book of Exodus, the 
proof is ful] and satisfactory, that 
it is true. The record here con- 
tained, is a record of facts. 

We are therefore prepared to 
observe, that this book must have 
been written under the guidance, 
and by the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. Agreeably to the declara- 
tion of the apostle Peter, who as- 
sures us, in reference to the ancient 
Scriptures, that ‘“* holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost.” 

The conciseness, the perspicui- 
ty, the dignity, of the narration, 
clearly designate its divine charac- 
ter. Out of the sacred volume, 
no historical book can be found, of 
this size, containing one half or one 
quarter of the number of important 
original facts, here recorded. And 
yet there is no obscurity in the 
account, all is intelligible and 
plain. We here find alsoyp dig- 
nity of narrative, a sublimity of 
thought and expression, to which 
uninspired writers have never at- 
tained. God is often introduced, 
as speaking and acting, as invoked 
and immediately communicating 
with Moses, in a variety of instan- 
ces; yet, always, in a manner 
worthy the greatness and holiness 
of his character. Every action, 
every word, every sentiment, as- 
cribed to him, is worthy of a being 
of infinite periection ; whom ta- 
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tional and immortal creatures need 
not be ashamed to love and adore. 
Whether we behold him on Sinai, 
of in the bush ;: at the sea, or in 
the wilderness ; whether speaking 
to Moses, or listening to his suppli- 
cations, his holiness and majesty 
are always sustained. 

This book contains the moral 
law. This law must have been 
received from God. On an expe- 
riment of three and thirty centu- 
ries, this holy law has been found 
to be without a defect, to be appli- 
cable to every people, and to con- 
tain, essentiaily, every moral duty, 
due to Godor men. Though con- 
tained in ten short precepts, it has 
never received any real additions, 
for no deficiency has ever been dis- 
covered. And I ama willing fo sav, 
without any fear of contradiction, 
trom those who have attended to 
the subject, that the ten commznds 
of Mount Sinai, are the founda- 
tion of all the celebrated institu- 
tions of the most illustrious law- 
givers of ancient and modern times. 
This intrinsic worth of the moral 
faw, proves it to have been divine. 
For no one will believe that a law- 
giver of Israel, in such a remote 
period of mankind, could have 
possessed a portion of wisdom, un- 
equalled in any succeeding age.—- 
But Moses claimed no honor to him- 


self ; he presented it as the work of 


God. This law was delivered 
from Him, in an audible voice ; 
while liis glory was seen, and his 
voice was heard by all the people. 
After which, Moses exhibited the 
commandments engraven upon the 
tables, that the people knew them 
to be the same which they had heard 
from the divine voice. ‘The di- 
vine glory on the mount convinced 
every beholder that God was there, 
and the splendor of Moses’ face, 
when he came cown, convinced 











them that he had been in his pres- 
ence. The rites of the Jewish 
religion, and the various civil insti- 
tutions contained in this book, Mo- 


‘ses received from the mount of 


God; by the same authority which 
issued the ten commandments,— 
Thus they received these institu. 
tions as the express appointment 
of the God of Israel. - The plea of 
infidelity is, that these’ institutions 
were merely the appointments of 
Moses. But if there had heen 
such a fraud, the glory of God re- 
siding upon the mount, while he 
abode there, concerning which the 
people could not have been deciev- 
ed, if we may so speak, sanctioned 
the fraud. But why did Moses in- 
vent a system of religious and ci- 
vil laws, different ffom every other? 
Neither in Egypt or in Midian, 
nor in the researches of human in- 
vestigation, nor in any of the known 


principles of the human character, 
‘did he ever learn these exalted 


truths. ‘They are not then the 
frust of human conception, either 
of honesty or fraud. And how 
could he have persuaded the people 
to receive, and, with such ardor, 
adopt his institutions, unless they 
were sanctioned by divine authori- 
ty ? This religion has nothing to 
gratify, but wholly opposes the 
natural propensities of the human 
heart. ‘This is evident from the 
transactions immediately before us. 
The people chose gods of gold. 
And when they saw a_four-footed 
image erected upon an altar, with 
what joy did they acknowledge it 
as their gal! Yet, with all these 
prejudices and attachments, they 


i received the institutions of Moses 


as divine. ‘This could not have 
heen, but from a weight of evi- 
dence, which could not be resisted. 
Their daily supply of manna, 
taneht them that the God of hear- 
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en was with them, that he was 
their preserver, their guide, and 
their holy teacher. 

The book of Exodus contains an 
account of many distinguished mi- 
racles, wrought by Moses. Many 
of these are more eminent miracies, 
than have ever been wroughi by 
any of the prophets or apostles. 
These were wrought in the pre- 
sence of thousands, aiid were of 2 
nature which could not admit of 
any illusion. It was  thereiore 
clear that this great prophet was 
constantly guided and assisted by 
the true God. With this same 
guidance, he wrote this sacred 
book. 

Moses was a_ very iliustrious 
prophet. Several striking predic- 
tions are recorded in this book, 
some of which must be soon fulfill- 
ed, while others look forward to 
distant time. He promises that 
people the possession of the land 
of Canaan, and that the inhabitants 
thall be driven out before them. 
ile promises the angel of God to 
co before them, to provide for 
them, and to defend them from all 
their enemies. What is still more 
extraordinary, he assures tliat peo- 
ple, that when they shall collect 
together at their three annual feasts, 
the passover, the pentecest, and 
the feast of tabernacles, their ene- 
mics should not invade their Jand. 
In all these predictions, ‘he has 
shown himself a true prophet of 
God. With this prophetic light, 
exclusively, the gilt of the Holy 
Spirit, he must have had that 
divine guidance, which cnabled 
him to write this sacred book. 

This book was ever received by 
the Jews, as of divine authority. 
They well knew its contents, and 
the evidence on which its validity 
rests, Yet their inspired prophets 





as well as the whole nation have 
ever held itas the testimony of God. 
As such, it was received by Christ 
and his holy apostles. 

With this amount of evidence, 
we perceive that “ we have not fol- 
lowed cunningly devised fables,” 
in receiving the Scriptures as the 
word of God; but we do it upona 
force and strength of evidence, most 
satislactory and conclusive. 

Ifaving seen that the book of Ex- 
odus is from God, it may be useful 
to reflect that in this are contained 
the ten commandments. These, 
then, are the commandments of 
God, and they are of universal and 
perpetual obligation upon all the 
children of men. His curse is de- 
clared against all those who do not 
continue in the things written in 
the lawto do them. And _ he has 
signally pronounced, “ blessed are 
they that do his commandments, 
that they may have a right to the 
tree of life.” 

How secure,in the darkest times, 
are the interests of the church. 
Perhaps it was never in a lower 
state than in Egypt. Its enemics 
were never more relatively strong, 
and never more determined on iis 
ruin. When the people of God 

their danger, and sought for 
help in him, they found delivcr- 
ance. 

That holy Redeemer that brought 
Israel ‘fron’ Egyptian thraldom, 
when sinking and groaning under 
their burdens, can deliver the guil- 
tiest sinner from th ie bondage of sin, 
and can bring him to rejoice in the 
triumphs of sovereign grace. This 
God will do, for the maintenance 
of the church, for the accomplish- 
ment of his promises, and for the 
glory of his infinite grace. This 
grace will be the endless joy of 
heaven. 
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. NO. Il. 

On the Vi indictioe Justice of God. 
(Continued from p. 382.) 

P's: the view which we have 


taken of this subject, in the 
ormer number, the following in- 
teresting reflections arise. 

I. That vindictive justice is the 
high and exclusive prerogative of 
God ; and he alone hath the right, 
either to punish, or to pardon sim. 
““ Vengeance is mine, saith the 
Lord—I will rendcr recompense to 
mine enemies, and reward them 
that hate me.” If vengeance, then, 
be God’s, it cannot belong to man. 
It does not, any further than God 
hath seen fit, to commit a small 
part of his governing authority to 
civil rulers among men, for the 
punishment of crimes against ‘the 
interests of society. In this, they 
act by a divine commission ; an 
authority delegated from God ; and 
ere his ministers and vicegerents 
to execute vengeance upon the 
lawless and disobedient. This is 
a case; however, standing singly, 
and: alone ; and it does not mili- 
tale, even as an exception, with 
the command enjoined upon all, 
of an universally kind, peaceful, 
and forgiving temper: for, the 
punishment, which the civil ma- 
gistrate executes upon a misde- 
meaning subject of the laws, is 
God’s vengeance and not man’s. 
Vengeance belongs to God alone ; 
and therefore it is, that we are 
forbidden to invade his preroga- 
tive, by avenging our own inju- 
ties, rendering evil for evil, or 
even indulging a spirit of resent- 
ment and ill-will towards any fel- 
low-creature. In the school of 


Christ, and there only, are we 


Sistice of God. Nov. 


do good to them that hate us, and 
pray for them that despitefully use, 


and evilly intreat us. This is the 
Christian’s mode of revenge ; and 


it is the anly revenge which rea- 
son and good conscience will ap- 
prove. See how expressly, te- 
vénge is forbidden in the word of 
God....how displeasing it is to him 
...-how severely he threatens, and 
how awfully he will punish it— 
‘** Thus saith the Lotd God, be- 
cause the Philistines have dealt by 
revenge, and have taken vengeance 
with a despiteful heart, to destroy 
it for the old hatred ; therefore, thus 
saith the Lord God, behold 1 will 
stretch out mine hand upon the 
Philistines ; and 1 will cut off the 
Cherethims, and destroy the rem- 
nant ot the sea coasts.” Ezekiel 


‘xxv. 15. But, on the other hand, 


how strongly is the contrary spirit 
recommended and enjoined. “ Re- 
compense to no man, evil for evil. 
If it be possible, as much as lieth 
in you, live peaceably with all 
men. Dearly beloved, avenge not 
yourselves ; but rather give place 
unto wrath ; for it is written ven- 
gengeance is mine, I will repay, 
saith the Lord. Therefore, if thine 
enemy hunger, feed him, if he 
thirst, give him drink ; for in so 
doing, thou shalt heap coals of fire 
on his head. Be not overcome of 
evil, but overcome evil with good. 
Romans xii. 17—21. 

Il. We are constrained to re-. 
mark, that the vindictive justice of 
God, however awful and destructive 
to its subjects, is a most desirable, 
amiable, and glorious attribute. It 
ought to be loved, and rejoiced in 
by all his rational creatures. And 
it is so for the following reasons: — 

1. Because it is the guarantee 
of perfect security, and of perma- 
}nent*and everlasting happiness to 





taught to forgive our enemies, to 


all his obedient subjects. ‘The 
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justice of God is as impartial as it 
is inexorable. God will reward 
every inan according to his works ; 
and neither in rewarding or pun- 
ishing, doth he act with a view to 
the interests of a part of his moral 
kingdom, in opposition to the ag- 
gregate interests of the whole, or 
the general good. Does a civil 
inagistrate act inconsistently with 
his official character, a part incon- 
sistent with rectitude, in strictly 
executing the laws upon convicted 
offenders ? Does he for that incur 
the charge of partiality or injustice, 
of having acted with a view to the 
interests of a part, in opposition 
to that of the whole? No. He 
deserves well of his country as an 
impartial, upright man. His con- 
duct is most patriotic and benevo- 
lent. A righteous king, who would 
deserve, and exhibit the dignified 
character of a father to his people, 
by making his subjects as happy as 
possible under his government, 
must support his authority with 
firmness, and impartially execute 
the laws, in the punishment of of- 
fenders. inflexible justice is essen- 
tially connected with goodness.— 
A being who is not just, cannot be 





good: for favor to the guilty is 
cruelty to the imnocent. In_ fine, | 
the public good is promoted no | 
further, and in no higher degree, 
tan as justice is impartially ad- 
ministered. 

2. As the general good is pro- 
moted, in exact proportion to the 
amplitude and clearness of these 
displays of vindictive justice, the 
vreatest possible good requircs the 
greatest possible displays of it— 
And are not these displays actually 
made in the divine government ? 
Could they be more clear and full 
upon any other plan ? Let us in- 
uire.—The destruction of all mwo- 
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ral beings is not an admissible sup- 
position, as this would defeat the 
great end of justice. But suppo- 
sing all mankind were saved, and 
none punished ; would the dis- 
plays of justice be as clear and 
full? Evidently they would not.— 
The punishment of the sinning an- 
gels, it is true, would be a display 
of vindictive justice ; but this dis- 
play would not be so clear and full 
as it might be, while mankind, 
who are equally deserving of pun- 
ishment, (1 do not say, deserving 
of equal punishment,) are all par- 
doned and made happy. As the 
devils are a distinct order of beings, 
cominenced moral existence under 
different circmstances, and incur- 
red greater, and more aggravated 
guilt by their apostacy ; their pun- 
ishment would not afford a conclu- 
cive evidence of God’s displeasure 
against the sins and rebellion of 
men, would be no display of divine 
justice towards them ;—no proof, by 
sensible fruits in government, of 
the same moral character of God, 
as an infinite hater of their iniqui- 
ty, which is expressed in his writ- 
ten law. It would give intelligent 
beings occasion to think, that man 
was saved, because not so guilty 
as the devils ; or, because he was 
not so deserving of that punishment 
for his disobedience, with which 
God had threatened him ; and so 
not guilty at all. By which man 
would have something whereof to 
boast ; in either case alike deroga- 
tory, to the honor, truth, and jus- 
tice of the divine character. It 
would afford some ground to suspect 
the divine impartiality, and so far 
defeat the end of justice.. There- 


fore, it is argued, that the clearest 

and fullest display of the divine 

justice, doih not consist with the 

salvation of the whole human race ; 
hee 
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and therefore, the greatest possible 
general good, equally requires the 
punishment of a part, as it does the 
galvation oi: the others. 

Here, it will be proper to intro- 
duce at important distinction, ne- 
cessary:to be made, and kept in 
view, in order to a right undersiand- 
ing of this subject. It arises, in 
answer to this question, viz. I 
the justice of God require the pun- 
ishmént of the guilty, how can 
justice be satisfied with the pun- 
ishment of only a part of the guil- 
ty ? Or how is the general good 
better promoted by the salvation of 
those particular individuals, who 
compose the number of the elect, 
than it would by the salvation of 
others, since there is no personal 
desert of salvation in either /— 
To answer these questions, the dis- 
tinction between general and dis- 
tributive justice is necessary to be 
brought into view. ‘The general 
good requires the salvation of a 
certain part of the human race. 
Who those are, or why those, in 
preference to oihers, is known on- 
ly to God. Yet he acts not with- 
eut reasons, however unknown they 
are to us. Infinite wisdom ever 
acts from the highest and best rea- 
sons. ‘The general good is better 
promoted by the salvation of the 
elect, than it would be by the sal- 
vation of any of the rest of man- 
kind ; and we may set it down 
for certain, that God will make as 
many of his rational creatures hap- 
py; as can consist with the great- 
est general good. Perhaps the 
number will be by far the greater 
part of the human race. Perhaps 


it will appear in the grand con- 
summation gat the last day, that 
there are but a very few state 
criminals for execution, in propor- 
tion to the number of the redeemed, 
And perhaps too, all 


and saved. 
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the reasons of the divine counsels 
and conduct will be unfolded, jn 
the exhibitions of eternity. But, 
to return. The general good re- 
quiring the salvation of a part of 
the human race, it is therefore, 
general justice ; what is due to the 
general good ; or the fruit of a su- 
preme regard to that end, that they 
should be exempted from personal 
punishment. General justice has 
both an ultimate, and also an imme- 
diate respect to the general good : 
Distributive justice has also an ul- 
timate respect to that end, but an 
immediate respect only to the per- 
sonal moral character of the crea- 
ture. General justice admits of 
mercy to the guilty ; yea, requires 
it; distributive justice knows no 
mercy, but treats every subject ac- 
cording to his personal and moral 
character ; saying, ‘* The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die’”—* Cursed is 
every one that continueth not in all 
things written in the book of the 
law todo them.” This is the aw- 
ful sanction of the moral law. 


_In. the salvation of the redeemed, 


general aml distributive justice, 
independent of the atonement of 
Christ, would for ever stand mutual- 
ly opposed. In the destruction ot 
the wicked, they conspire and are 
jointly exercised. 

Here, the wisdom and glory oi 
the divine plan of redemption ap- 
pear and shine, in perfectly har- 
monizing the contending claims 01 
general and distributive justice, by 
removing all the obstacles, which 
were cast by the latter in the way 
of mercy. So that “ mercy and 
truth have met together, righteous- 
ness and peace have kissed each 
other :”” or, justice and grace are 
harmonized. Since Christ hath 
suffered, the just for the unjust; 
tasted death for every man, and 
become a propitiation for the 
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sins of the whole world; God 
can have mercy on whom he 
will have mercy ; can be just, and 
the justifier of him that. believeth 
in Jesus. The righteousness of 
God is declared, and displayed in 
the redemption of Christ ;—his in- 
finite love of holiness and hatred of 
sin ;—so that he acts as a just God, 
in freely pardoning sin for Christ’s 
sake, and receiving into his divine 
favor and friendship, every true 
believer; and working faith in eve- 
ry soul, whom he hath ordained 
unto eternal life. The distribu- 
tive justice of God, as it respects 
the redeemed is fully satisfied and 
displayed in the sufferings of Christ. 
‘“* Christ hath redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made a 
curse for us.” In allusion to this, 
the apostle John saith, ‘* If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just, 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness,” So 
that God maintains and displays 


the same glorious character of im-. 


partiality and justice, in all his 
ways and works—in the salvation 
of his chosen, as in the destruction 
of reprobates. In both, he is e- 
qually just, and equally good ;— 
both are the accomplishment of his 
eternal purpose, and flow from the 
same unchangeable perfections of 
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sensible, and impressive to the 
minds of intelligent creatures, un- 
less accompanied with the punish- 
ment of impenitent sinners as stand- 
ing, visible monuments of divine 
justice, in a continued and eternal 
state of sufferings. For, the im- 
pressions of faith must be more 
feeble and languid than those of 
sight. We well know, that we 
more sensibly realize, and are more 
deeply affected with what we see, 
than with what we only hear, and 
merely believe, though it be with- 
out the least doubt. ‘We have 
heard of the buming of Moscow, 
and we fully believe the fact ; but 
who can realize all the horrors and 
distresses of that great city in flames, 
equally with an eye witness of the 
awful scene? Had we lived at the 
time, and been eye witnesses of 
Christ, suspended, bleeding, grean- 
ing and dying upon the cross—had 
known his true character, and un- 
derstood the language of his suffer- 
ings; the awful glory :of divine 
justice in the sufferings of the Son 
of God, might have had the deep- 
est impressions upon our minds, 
perhaps, that we are capable of re- 
ceiving in this life. Yet as soon as 
the sensible medium of display 
was removed, and the impression 
continued but by the power of mem- 





his nature. ‘This distinction being 
made, and explained, we proceed 
to remark, 

3. That if the greatest possi- 
ble general good require the clear- 
est and fullest displays of divine 
justice, and these displays can not 
be made but by the punishment of 
a part of the human race ; then, 
the duration of this good, requires 
an equal duration of these displays. 
The atonement of Christ, though 
in itself, an adequate expression of 
the divine displeasure, is not a dis- 
play of justice <ufficiently clear, 


ory, and mental reflection, -it would 

constantly languish and decline ; 
ithe objects become less and less 
| vivid, and gradually affect us less 
and less, in proportion to the dis- 
tance of time from the scene of re- 
collection. 

This was the reason of the insti- 
tution of the sacramental supper, 
in commemoration of tie death of 
Christ. ‘* Do this in remembrance 
of me.” ‘It was designed to re- 
vive and strengthen the impression 
of Christ crucified, by bringing 
the object represented by symbols, 
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as nearly as possible into sensible 
view. ‘“ As oftasye eattbis bread, 
and drink this cup ye do shew forth 
the Lord’s death, till he come.” 
And were we to be with Christ 
for ever in his glorified state, and 
have the same nearness of access, 
that Thomas had, afier his resur- 
rection; yet the display of divine 
justice, by Christ upon the cross, 
would stili be but an object of faith ; 
it would need a sensible monument 
to enforce the impression, in the 
deepest and most realizing manner. 
The divine character of the Re- 
deemer, though an adequate me- 
dium of expressing the divine jus- 
tice ; yet, that expression must be 
displayed to the finite views, and 
limited capacities of creatures, by 
gradual and successive discoveries. 
This can be done, in no other way, 
than by the punishment of the 
finally impenitent. When the re- 
deemed in glory look down to the 
dark regions of despair, and view 
the wretched millions of their fel- 
low men, and fellow sinncrs wel- 
tering in the flames of divine 


wrath ; reaping the wages of 


sin, in a state of continual, in- 
tolerable, increasing, and eternal 
misery ; they will have a deep and 
increasing sense of the evil of sin, 
and the punishment it deserves. 
By the misery of the damned, they 
will the more sensibly feel their 
own deserts. By viewing the 
wrath from which they are deliver- 
ed, through distinguishing, sove- 
reign, and unmerited mercy, they 
will the more feelingly realize the 
greatness of their salvation—the 
value of Christ's atonement, and 
the infinite. dignity of his person 
and character. As the damned 
sink in misery, they will rise in 
happiness, and the glory of Christ 
be exalted, and rise higher, and 
higher to eternity. 


¢ 








In the beginning of the 19th 
chapter of St. John’s . Revelation, 
we have the most lively and affect. 
ing representation of the saints in 
heaven rejoicing in the visible dis- 
plays of God’s justice, in the eter- 
nal punishment of his enemies, 
‘* And after these things, I heard a 
great voice of much people in 
heaven, saying, Alleluia, salvation, 
and glory, and honor unto the Lord 
our God; for true and righteous 
are his judgments; for he hath 
judged the great whore, which did 
corrupt the earth with her formi- 
cations, and hath avenged the blood 
of his servants, at herhands. And 
again, they said, Alleluia, and her 
smoke arose up for ever and ever.” 
As the smoke of their torment a- 
rises, they will swell their songs of 
joy and triumph, and strike eternal 
anthems of praise upon their golden 
harps, to redeeming love and pow- 
er, saying, “ Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain, and hath redeemed 
us unto God, with his blood. Not 
unto us, not unto us, O Lord, but 
unto thy name, give glory, for thy 
mercy, and thy truth’s sake.” 

Here is the grand consummation 
of all God’s works—the complete 
and final accomplishment of all 
his eternal purposes. They all is- 
sue and terminate in one infinitely 
wise and glorious end ; the greatest 
possible general good and happiness 
of his moral kingdom, effected by 


the fullest and clearest displays of 


his justice: And this good, the 
greatest in degree, rendered eternal 
in its duration, by the equal con- 
tinuance, and increasing clearness 
of these displays. ‘This is the 
proper fruit, the necessary conse- 
quence, and ultimate end of the 
divine eternal predestination of all 
things ;—a doctrine which reflects 
the highest glory upon the divine 
character, and exhibits every pert> 
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fection of the Godhead in the most 
amiable, attractive, and adorable 
point of view. 

What blindness, arrogance, and 
presumption ; what narrowness of 
spirit, pride, and selfishness, does 
it argue in us, imperfect, sinful, 
and short sighted worms.of the dust, 
to censure the conduct of infinite 
wisdom, to murmur and complain, 
to charge God foolishly, and say 
that his ways are not equal ? The 
personal moral character of his 
creatures, is the ground of his ret- 
ributions. In the execution of his 
eternal purposes, he will judge and 
reward every man according to his 
works; with an ultimate aim to 
his own glory, in the general hap- 
piness of his intelligent system.— 
Then, let us fear, adore, and serve 
that God who hath power both to 
save, and to destroy ; who will take 
vengeance on his enemies, and by 
the displays of his justice, and his 
grace build up a glorious and eter- 
nal kingdom of holy and happy 
intelligences. Let us thankfully 
embrace the offered mercy of the 
Gospel, through the atonement of 
Jesus Christ, the only method of 
escape from the wrath to come ; 
and rejoice that the Lord God om- 
nipotent reigneth. 

LEVI. 


—o+o— 


The following Letter was wriiten 
from a pious Man to bs Friend, 
confined with sickness. 


Dear Friexp, 


Astam providentially deprived 
of seeing you and conversing with 
you verbally, | hope and trust you 
will not receive it unkind in me to 
write a few lines to you. And as 


1 profess to believe the Bible to be 
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the word of God, and true religion 
to be the one thing needful, I shall 
endeavor to confine myself to that 
all important subject. 

The word of God clearly reveals 
the immortality of the soul. And 
as clearly reveals future rewards 
and punishments ; and that our 
state will be unalterably fixed ac- 
cording to the deeds done, whilst 
in this state of probation. Now 
it is of infinite importance for us 
to know what we are by nature, 
and what we must be by grace, to 
obtain everlasting happiness. Of 
our natural state, the scripture gives 
us an awful picture. ‘Born in sin— 
All gone out of the way—None 
that doeth good—Enemies toGod— 
Inclined to evil continually—Dead 
in trespasses and sins—In whom 
dwelleth no good thing —Exposed 
to the vengeance of eternal fire.” 
But glory be to God, we are not 
left in this awful situation without 
a guide. We are told in scripture 
we have a sure word of prophecy, 
We have a narrow but straight 
path that leads to eternal happi- 
ness ; and we are told that a way- 
faring man, though a fool, need not 
err therein. Now in the first place, 
[ will endeavor, in a few particu- 
lars, to give you my idea of the 
Christian character. The blessed 
Saviour says, * Ye must be born 
again ; that which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is 
born of the Spirit is Spirit.” See 
the difference which St. Paul makes 
between the works of the flesh and 
fruit of the Spirit, Gal. v.19. My 
friend, believe me, it is a great thing 
to be a Christian. Old things must 
be done away, all things must be- 
come new. We must have new 
views of spiritual and divine things ; 
we must have a new taste, new 
relish ; we must set our affections 
on things above ; we must be se 








a asta tee 


SS Se ee re eee 


i Mn ee ae 








422 


disengaged from the world as to be 
willing to forsake all for Christ ; 
we must love religion, piety, holi- 
ness, and, above all, we must love 
God with all the-heart: this, says 
the Saviour, is the first and great 
commandment of all. And unless 
we have these feelings and exer- 
cises in some degree, we have no 
just title to the Christian name. 


Thus { have selected a few texts of | 


scripture, among many, that tell us 
what we are by nature, and what 
we must be by grace, to be prepar- 
ed for happiness. 

Now admitting what has been 
said to be true, this question will 
naturaily arise : How shall we free 
ourselves from this woeful state we 
are in by nature, and how shall we 
aticin toa state of grace? I shall 
attempt, by the help of God, to an- 
swer these ail Important questions 
from scripture. And in the first 
place, the apostle Peter’s answer to 
his hearers who asked the same 
question, was, Repent. 1 will en- 
<ieavor to give you my idea of true 
genuine gospel repentance. A man 
may repent and be heartily sorry 
for some crime he has committed, on- 
ly because it exposes him to punish- 
ment. This is no part of gospel 
repentance. I will suppose a 
case :—You have a friend whom 
you esteem very highly, from 
whom you have received many 
favors, and whom you really love. 
Now if you, in the heat of passion, 
or from any other cause, should, 
without any reason, abuse him and 
treat him very ill; on reflection, 
you would think you had done very 
wrong, and would repent and be 
very sorry for your conduct, not 
because you would be afraid of 
punishment, but because of your 
unkindness and ingratitude. Thus 
the true, sincere, humble penitent 
repenis of, and laments, and mourns 
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for his sins, because they are coms 
mitted against so holy, just, and 
good a being. ‘I'hus | have given 
you my idea of true repentance, 
The next thing mentioned is faith, 
It is said in the scriptures, repens 
and believe. 1 shall not attempt, at 
this time, to describe the nature of 
faith. 1 will now bring into view 
the threatenings and proinises of the 
word of God. ‘The threatenings 
contained in the word of God are 
as terrilying or alarming as any hu- 
man tongue can express. In the 
word of God we find a multitude 
of dreadiul expressions such as 
these : ‘* Woe unto the wicked, it 
shall be ill with him—The wicked 
shall be turned into hell—Depart, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angeis— 
indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguish—A fearful looking for 
of judgment and fiery indignation 
which shall devour the adversaries— 
In hell he lift up his eyes being 
in torment.” Now let infidels and 
free-thinkers do their utmost to per- 
suade themselves and others to be- 
lieve that these are idle tales, or 
words without meaning ; it alters not 
the case ; they are contained in 
the’ word of God, and are real facts ; 
and all these threatenings will be 
inflicted on the ungodly in a futare 
state. ‘If the righteous scarcely 
are saved, where shall the ungodly 
and the sinner appear ?”’ 

Dear friend, 1 have brought for- 
ward these awiul truths, because | 
think it necessary for us to know 
our inveterate, fatal disease, in Or- 
der to know how to apply for a 
cure ; and how anxious are we to 
obtaih relief when our bodies are 
in pain and distress ;--how infin- 
itely more anxious ought we to be 
when we reflect upon our spiritual 
diseases and exposedness to eternal 
death ;—and is there a persoi Up 
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on earth who believes himself in 
such a state, whose heart would 
not leap.for joy to be iniormed of a 
certain cure. And blessed be God, 
we have this information in bis ho- 
ly word ; that there is balm in Gil- 
ead anda Physician there, that 
cures all manner of diseases——We 
know it is not common for physi- 
cians to visit the sick, unless they 
are applied to. God says, I will 
give you a new heart, and put a 
new spirit within you ; but you 
must ask me for it. 

O my friend! now we come to | 
a more pleasing part of our sub- 
ject. Let us look at the great en- 
couragement we have to ask for 
the blessings we need. Let us 
look at the many great and precious 
promises contained in the word of 
God. ‘Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts; and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him; and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon— 
None shall seek the Lord in vain— 
IIo ! every one that thirsteth, come 
ye to the waters—Ye shall seek 
me and find me when ye shall 
search for me with ail the heari—- 
Ask and it shall be given you— 
Seck and ye shall find—Come, for 
all things are ready—Come un- 
to me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and [ will give you 
rest—Him that cometh unto me | 
will in no wise cast out—All things 
shall work together for good to them 
that love God.” I would ask, up- 
on what more reasonable terms 
would mankind have eternal salva- 
tion, and everlasting happiness ? 
Why will they not accept ? Christ 
gives us this plain reason only: Ye 
will not come tome. (Every word 
emphatic) Why ? Because you are 
so in love with sin, that ye will not 





forsake it. Well may all exclaim, 
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Oh! the folly of sinners that are 
unwilling io exchange misery for 
happiness ! Pray what sacrifice 
doth the Christian make ? Of noth- 
ing but what is hurtful to him even 
in this life ; he sacrifices nothing 
but sin. Be exhorted, therefore, 
to flee from the wrath to come, and 
lay hold on the hope set before 
you. The biessed Jesus says, men 
ought always to pray, and not to 
faint; and gives us great encour- 
agement by the parabie of the wid- 
ow’s prevailing by her importunity 
even upon small grounds of hope. 

How much more shall your heav- 
enly father give his Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him !—I beseech you 
therefore to call upon God with 
the most earnest importunity. You 
will observe all that came to Christ 
in the days of his flesh, came sen- 
sible of their helpless state, and de- 
pended wholly on him for a cure ; 
but all that applied, applied in 
faith and received a cure. So in 
like manner must we apply in sin- 
cerity and faith in the name cf 
Christ, that he would create us a- 
new inhim; that the eyes of cur 
minds may be opened to disceri 
spiritual things ; that our ears may 
be opened to hear the joyful news ; 
that we may be healed from that 
inveterate leprosy of sin, which is 
deeply rooted in the heart of every 
natural man. Ina word, that he 
would raise us from spiritual death 
to spiritual life—from the grave of 
sin to a life of holiness. {i you 
do not feel these desires of soul, 

beg earnestly of God that you may 
feel them; and this must not be 
done altogether from selfish views ; 
but that you may be enabled to 
honor and glorify that God who is 
worthy of all glory, and honor, 
praise, anddominion. I would al- 


so advise you to invite ministers 
and Christians to pray with and for 
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you ; for we read, that the effec- actual experience (using that term 
tual fervent prayer of the righteous | in its legitimate sense) of all devout 
man availeth much. O my friend, | persons to the end of time. 

what shall I say more! The bles- 1. St. Paul guards the introduc- 
sed Jesus said, if they believe not | tory clause, by prefixing the con- 
Moses and the prophets, neither | junction as ; thus partially unveil- 
will they be persuaded though one | ing the obscurity of his declaration, 
rose from the dead. And now that | by intimating, that the hostility of 
the God of ail grace would grant | the world proceeded on an errone- 
that these few unconnected cbser-| ous assumption. He might have 
vations may have, at least, some ) said, ** It is true, that we are trea- 
abiding impression upon your mind, , ted by our enemies as though we 
is the sincere desire and fervent | designed to impose upon them; 
prayer of a sincere friend to your | and with all our high profession of 





soul. | pure and disinterested motives, 
| were, in reality, conspirators a- 

+o gainst their happiness, in order to 

forward some selfish purpose of our 

The Christion Paradox. own. Such is the sentence pro- 


nounced against us, and a similar 

Many passages of Scripture, par- | judgment was passed on him who 
ticularly in the Epistles of the New | gave us our divine commission. 
Testament, appear tobe, primari- | Yet, whatever be the decision of 
ly, or exclusively, designed for the | the world, we are only deceivers 
consolation of the early followers of | in their opinion ; since, before the 
Jesus Christ. St. Paul, for exam- } God of truth, we are yet true; mak- 
ple, occasionally refers to circum- | ing no appeal to the world, but for 
stances peculiar to himself and his | the sake of Jesus Christ ; bearing 
immediate associates ; and, of} all things, because he bore them 
course, only applicable indirectly | first ; and maintaining a good con- 
to the situation of their successors | science, that with simplicity and 
ia the faith and hope of the Gus- | godly sincerity we have conducted 
pel. ourselves throughout the whole of 

In illustration of these obvious | our ministry. If we obtain nothing 
remarks, may be selected that por- | for our labor but reproach and op- 
tion of the Apostle’s address to the | pression, it is no more than we 
Corinthian church, where he de- | taught ourselves to look for ; for 
scribes their instructers, ‘* as de- | Jesus long since warned us, ‘ the 
ceivers, and yet true ; us unknown, | disciple is not above his Master :’ 
and yet well known ; as dying, and and we may add, ‘ therefore, the 
behuid, we live ; as chasiened, and , world knoweth us not, because it 
not killed ; as sorrowful, yet always | knew him not.’ ”—To apply this 
rejoicing ; as poor, yet making ma- | to the universal experience of be- 
ny rich ; as having nothing, and | lievers....of their also being as de- 
yet possessing all things.” 1 shall | cetvers, and yet true....it is evident, 
offer, consecutively, a few observa- | that practical Christians are mis- 
tions on the several members of | taken by the world at large ; gen- 
thissublime paradox ; in reference, | erally regarded either as self-de- 
not merely to the circumstances of | ceivers, or deceivers of others ; 43 
the primitive church, but to the men of unsound and superficial vir 
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tue, who cover bad intentions un- 
der religious pretences. Were this 
actually the case, the world would 
be justified, not only in suspecting, 
but in formally condemning and 
punishing insincerity so radically 
mischievous ; but, if the contrary 
be the fact, a condemnation more 
heavy than human blame will as- 
suredly fall upon the accuser. Had 
we permission to select our de- 
grees of guilt, we might probably 
inake a prudent choice, if we pre- 
ferred to bear the criminality of 
the traitor or the adulterer, rather 
than the guilt of those who falsely 
accuse, condemn, and injure the 
servants of God. Neither let any 
one conceal from his own con- 
science, his enmity to religion it- 
-self, by saying, ‘* I do not hate re- 
ligious persons, but only such as 
pretend to be so ;” for the question 
remains, Have you in your posses- 
sion an infallible criterion of hu- 
man character ? If you have not, 
it is your interest, at least, to sus- 
pend your decision, rather than to 
incur the consequences of an unright- 
eous judgment ; remembering what 
Christ said, ‘‘ Whosoever shall of- 
fend one _of these little ones which 
believe in me, it were better for 
him that a milstone were hanged 
about his neck, and that he were 
drowned in the depths of the sea.” 

2. As unknown, and yet well 
known. ‘The world looked upon 
them as persons of no consequence. 
‘They had none of the world’s great- 
ness: thisthey had utterly rejected ; 
and their whole scheme of doc- 
trine directly tended to make oth- 
ers refuse it also. It was an in- 
tegral part of their system to ex- 
pose the shallowness of human 
pursuits ; to discover the poverty 
of affluence, the meanness of world- 
ly applause, and -the certain ruin 
consequent .upon every scheme of 

Von. VIT. NO. 11, 
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life which compelled men to for- 
get eternity. They were unknown, 
because the whole of thelr spiritu- 
al state was concealed from com- 
mon observation. None but them- 
selves knew how perpetually they 
exercised the graces of humility, 
confidence, and hope. Their sor- 
row for sin was not proclaimed to 
the world, but kept secret in their 
own bosoms. ‘I'heir graditude to 
Christ Jesus ; their dependance 
on the grace of the Holy Ghost ; 
their aspirations after everlasting 
rest: all these acts of the Divine 
life were unknown. How justly, 
then, might St. Paul elsewhere de- 
scribe religion in the soul to bea 
hidden life: ‘ Your life is hid 
with Christ in God !”—Yet with 
all this obscurity, these same A- 
postles were well known. They 
were, for example, well known to 
all who branded them as deceiv- 
ers; well known, also, in a nobler 
sense, to such as had been healed 
by their instrumentality ; to the 
cripples, whom a word of theirs 
had caused to walk ; to the blind, 
who through them, recovered their 
sight ; to the dead, whom they 
had summoned back from the 
grave ; and oh, how well known 
to those whom they had converted, 
and called from the dross and de- 
lusions of this world to the hopes 
and pleasures of the Gospel ! Now, 
were these persons—(I particular- 
ly refer to the subjects of their 
conversion, ) inconsiderable in num- 
ber ? One sermon of St. Peter’s 
was. the means of saving three 
thousand souls. And the period jis 
hastening forward when multi- 
tudes, beyond computation, shall 
assemble before the throne, not 
one individual of which, if saved 
by the preaching of the Gospel, 
but shail gratefully own him who 
shewed him the way of salvation. 
Fit 
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This second member of the Chris- 
tian paradox is applicable also to 
all believers, whose inward lite is 
eoncealed, while their exterior is 
known like that of others. It isim- 
possible to select a religious char- 
acter by the appearance of his per- 
son ; bui, could we inspect his 
heart, the test would never fail. 
Inwardly he is unknown to us ; 
externaily, he may be weli known; 
at once, familiar and yet a stran- 
ger ; we know him, aml we know 
him not. It, 
our spiritual benefactor,—not a 
mere man of religious eloquence, 
a devotional orator, er a fluent 
talker about the mysteries ef the 
kingdom of heaven,—in that case, 
he is far from being strange tous : 
our spiritual connection with him 
becomes personal ; we have pleas- 
‘ure in seeing him, and in feeling 
‘that our iriendship is brightened 
by the hues of immortality. Yet, 
beware ! * Let no man glory in 
man.” 
3. As dying, and behold we live. 
They were on the confines of death, 
Dut ‘still alive ; ; “ always bearing 
about in the bey the dying of the 
Lord Jesus, that the lite also of Je- 
susmight be made maniiest in their 
mortal flesh.”” For we which live, 


says the Apostle, “‘are always de- | 


livered unto death for Jesus’ sake. 
So then death worketh in us !"— 

- Under these affecting circumstances 
of the infant church, its instructers 
always regarded themseives as on 
the verge of their eternal state ; 
- withinsight of the fire and the sword, 
of the prison and the cross ; death 
ever in view ; amartyr’scrownever 
suspended over them, but not to be 
reached, except by a martyr’s sac- 
rifice. As though they had addres- 
sed themselves to the surrounding 
world, saying, ‘‘ Although we con- 


tinually press the borders of the 
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grave, yet do we live a kind of Jiy- 
ing death, a dying lite ; 3 astate be- 
tween mortality and immortality, 

between our pilgrimage and our rest, 
The world, longing for our death, 
views us as aiready gone: they are 
lying in wait for us, and would wil- 

| lingty disengage their consciences 
| from the siient but unwelcome re- 
| proof of our daily example. But 
| hitherto not a hair of our heads has 
| perished: though summoned before 
| the tribunal of idolaters, and ac- 
| 
| 





cused there by our owncountrymen, 
yet are we untouched. Like Sha- 
drach and his brethren, we have, as 
it were, passed through the fiery fur- 
mace, ad have no hurt; uy on our 
bodies the fire has had no Dower 5 
and this, because the God of She 
| drach has sent his angel, and deliv- 
| ered bisservants that trusted in him. 
With Daniel, we have been cast to 
the lions, and no manner of hurt has 
been found upon us, becance we have 
believed imhisGod.” —-Christians o¢ 
the present day appear to have less 
concern with this division of the sub- 
ject than with the preceding. The 
crueities of the primitive ages, and 
the comparatively recent terrors of 
the Marian persecution, are become 
matters of ecclesiastical history,and 
| are read of in our domestic circles 
as annals of times which never will 
| norcan return. “ The distance ofa 
calamityfrom the present time seems 
to preclude the mind from contact 
or sympathy. Events long past are 
barely known : they are not con- 
sidered.”* It would be foreign to 
my present purpose to speculate on 
the restoration of an age of perse- 
cution ; and | shail pass on to ob- 
serve, that though a believer in 
Jesus Christ is no longer summoned 
to revive in his own person the 
glowing zeal of Shadrach, 
—>>— 





——— 
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*“*To weary tortures and rejoice in 
fire,” 
yet a consistent Christian must.ex- 
pect, more or less, to be disturbed 
by the stifled murmurs of a world 
which is still at enmitywith God. So 
‘supremely excellent, indeed, is the 
Gospel, that this very world is un- 
consciously softened, even in its op- 
position against religion, by the gen- 
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age ; and grateful are they for the 
compassionate severity by which 
their God and Father would sepa- 
rate their souls from vanity and 
guilt. Their original nature is ev- 
er tempting them to look back to 
forsaken habits of sin ; but some- 
thing arises to awaken and to fix 
their attention on the heavenly ob- 
jects they profess to be seeking. 





eral diffusion of Christian maxuns, | | Mercy assumes the more awlul ap- 

and by thei ir partial adoption intothe | pearance of authority, and cries, 
political systems of mankind. Hu- | Here you have no continuing ci- 
man laws equally protect the infidel | ty: it is only the threshold of eter- 
and the saint: neither is the unbe- | nity, and the Lord is coming as a 


_ liever favored because of tris scep- | thief in the night; watch, ‘there- 


ticisn, nor the chiidren of God Jeft | 


unprotected op account of their sanc- | 


tity. —The use we should make of 
the Apostile’s saying, “‘ as dying, and 
behold we live,” is to ask ourselves 
what would probably be our own 
degree of constancy should persecu- 
tion overtake us. One criterion for 
determining this point may be found 
by considering what is the actual 
victory achieved over our sins. In 
proportion as our vanity, sensual 
affections, and worldiy attachments 
are martyed, may we aspire to join 
the noble army led on by Cranmer, 
Latimer, and Hooper, and such oth- 
er confessors as have marshalled 

the way to glory. 
1. ls chastencd, and not killed. 


Their afflictions were numerous | 


and hard to be borne, but they did 
not despond. They were chasti- | 
sed, but not with unmeet severity. | 
[t was the correction of a parent, | 
the faithful wound of a friend.— 
** We are troubled,” Si. Paul else- | 
where declares, ‘on every side, | 
yet not distressed : we are perplexed, 


fore, lest, coming suddenly, he find 
| you sleeping.” 

5. As sorrowful, vet always re- 
jowcing. When Christians look on 
the world, there seems to be noth- 
ing but a vast aggregate of sin; 
and the sight of this compels them 
to mourn. When they direct their 
eyes upward, there is “ joy un- 
speakable and full of glory.” ‘The 
Apostle did not scruple to say, “ If 
in this life only we have hope in 
Christ, then we are of all men 10st 
miserable ;” but he might have 
added, with triumphant confidence, 
As in the life to come we have also 
| hope in Christ, then are we of all 
men most happy. Sorrowful all 
‘Christians must be while contem- 
plating their own inherent and ac- 
| tual guilt, and the spiritual devas- 
| | tations extended throughout the 

world; but rejoicing while con- 
scious of the dignity conferred on 
| their nature by Christ ; rejoicing 
in their own renovation through his 
grace and aioning blood, in the of- 
| fer of universal salvation to their 





but not in despair ; persecuted, but | fellow-sinners, in the actual success 


not forsaken ; cast down, but not | 


destroyed.” There went a bles- 
sing with the affliction, a mercy 


of his Gespel on earth, and, final- 
| ly, in the anticipation of a king- 
dom yet to come, where the Sa- 


with the chastisement.—It is much | viour will display his everlasting 


the same with believers in every | triumphs. 


What a contrariety of 
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feelings do these things suppose! 
On one side, there is unmixed dis- 
tress ; on the other, abounding con- 
solation. 

6. As poor, yet making many rich. 
The early disciples of Jesus were 
required to bid farewel to the 
wealth of this world. When the 
Jame man looked at St. Peter, sup- 
posing he should receive the usual 
expressions of pity and assistance, 
the Apostle said, ** Siiver and gold 
have I none, but such as I have 
give I thee ; in the name of Jesus 
of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” 
With all their poverty, the Apos- 
tles communicated in large abun- 
dance the treasures of Heaven.— 
Few, it is to be feared, among the 
thousands of our . indigent neigh- 
bors and dependants, are aware of 
their ability to make others rich ; 
yet the most abject beggar—abject 
in regard to external necessities— 
might be a living sermon to others : 
his submission and religious cheer- 
fulness might convince every ob- 
server that the meek inherit. the 
earih ; and that a Lazarus, however 
oppressed by want, or groaning 
under disease, displays the only 
true greatness of mind, and is hon- 
ored by God as an example, to the 
noble and the mighty, of the sub- 
stantial excellence of a Gospel 
which they have either overlooked 
or rejected. Come, ye wise, ye 
disputers of this world, and study 
here the triumphs of the cross ; en- 
rich yourselves by this beggar’s hu- 
mility, self-crucifixion, and grati- 
tude ; bid your philosophy bow 
before the graces of Christianity, 
as they diffuse their divine lustre 
over the immortal part of this poor 
outcast ; approach, and shrink not 
from the sight of his sordid and 
wasted person, for it imprisons a 
soul of equal value with your own, 
and purchased by the same costly 


sacrifiée ; come, and learn, and live’ 
for ever ! 

7. 4s having nothing, and yet 
possessing all things :—nothing 





which they could call, or were de- 
sirous of calling, their own ; yet, 
at the same time, conscious that all 
things, when God- pleased, were 
placed at their disposal. ‘ All 
things,” said St. Paul to the saints 
at Corinth, ** are yours ; whether 
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the 
world, or life, or death, or things 
present, or things to come, all are 
yours.” In this seventh clause, or 
climax, terminating the description 
of a believer’s mysterious state 
below, may be observed a Ciris- 
tian’s independence on this present 
world. If{he have nothing, he wants 
nothing ; but he remembers the im- 
mutable, though conditional, prom- 
ise,“‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, and all other 
things shall be added unto you.” 

I have somewhere read of a de- 
vout woman, who being in posses- 
sion of but a single loat, was over- 
heard saying, What, all this and 
heaven too! Whether the anec- 
dote be correct or otherwise, is of 
no. material consequence. The 
fact is unquestionable, that a spirit 
consistent with such a story exists 
and thrives in the bosom of every 
heavenly-minded person. It is al- 
so observable, that although this 
climax seems to be, if I may so 
term it, the exclusive property of a 
poor man, yet its meaning is cer- 
tainly realized in the feelings and 
practice of the affluent Christian 
(and persons so designated are, 
God be thanked, yet to be found 
within the militant church) whose 
mind is so detached from his exter- 
nal circumstances, as to produce 2 
spiritual idenity between himself 

aid his indigent fellow-Christian. 
IT here is an abstraction of soul 
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common to both. Further, pover- 
ty and riches have, it is true, their 
respective departments of duty, 
and their peculiar sources of temp- 
tation ; yet, | believe, the experi- 
ence of any individual who pos- 
sesses the riches of both worlds, 
has frequently convinced him that 
his golden barriers afford no secu- 
rity against the intrusions of sor- 
row. He, too, has moments of 
desertion, abandonment, and soli- 
tude ; and such as would tempt 
him (were he accessible to the full 
influence of the temptation) to wish 
for an exchange of lots with some 
pauper who, however hard his fate 
and labor, had yet a few friends 
left-to sympathize with his difficul- 
ties, and to share in his toils. Oh! 
what are gold and silver in the 
days of darkness! In that gloomy 
period, affluence itself has nothing. 
Still, the character I am supposing, 
will at that very time possess all 
things; having ‘“ treasure where 
neither moth nor rust corrupt, nor 
thieves break through and steal.” 
I have called this paper * The 
Christian Paradox ;”’ a term which, 
if my memory be correct, is ap- 
plied by Lord Verulam to the ap- 
parent contrarieties which exist in 
the economy of grace. May it be 
given unto us to know the myste- 
ries of the Kingdom of Heaven! 
Every subject of that kingdom is a 
mystery to himself. As unknown, 
and yet well known, must be his 
motto to the last ; a strange con- 
fusion of self-knowledge and selt- 
ignorance must perplex his inqui- 
ries, and create long fluctuations-of 
hope and anxiety. His statewif he 
dared to examine it with the coolness 
of phildsophical investigation, might 
-seem well to awaken and amuse 
curiosity, and furnish a thousand 
plausible theories of moral senti- 
ment; but he finds it to be a mat- 
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ter of life and death; a question 
between time and eternity. Intel- 
lectual inquiries, as he knows, have 
their legitimate place in religion ; 
but it is only where they terminate 
in the conscience. The concerns 
of our salvation may, and ought to 
call our discursive powers into full 
exercise ; but let that exercise be. 
sanctified, 





Philosophy, baptiz’d 

In the pure fountain of eternal love, 

Has eyes indeed; and, viewing ail 
she sees 

As meant to indicate a God to man, 

Gives H1M the praise and forfeits 
not her own. 

Such was thy wisdom, Newton, child- 
like sage ! 





It is a painful reflection, that 
most of the great masters of hu- 
man learning have been deficient 
in the only department of know- 
ledge which will be found valuable 
in the hour of death, and in the 
day of judgment. They have ex- 
amined and subdued a thousand 
difficulties in moral and physical 
science, have explained the para- 
doxes of matcrial nature, and ma- 
ny curious phenomena of intellect; 
but have abandoned the science of 
the heart to whom? ‘To the 
glorious company of the. Apostles, 
to the goodly fellowship of the 
Prophets, to the noble army of Mar- 
tyrs; to those who, though they 
** have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
do yet groan within themselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of their body.” 


[Ch. Ob. 
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Ir has been customary, time 


immemoreal, for various nations to 
celebrate the deeds of their heroes. 
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Where literature has flourished, this 
has fallen to the lot of the learned, 
who, by their writings, have erec- 
ted monuments more durable than 
the finest marble. Nor are these 
without their use. By their assist- 
ance we hold converse with men 
of different nations—are transport- 
ed back tediciant ages, and view 
generations which have gone before 
us as present and acting. We are 
thus entertained and instructed ; 
and ofien in a greater or less degree 
are influenced to imitate the exam- 
ple of those whose lives we read. 

Why, then, should the Christian 

hero, who has fought the good fight 
of faith and laid hold on eternal 
fife be forgotten ? Is it because the 
victory which he has wen, is !ess 
spiendid than that ef conquering 
empires and subduing armies? I[s 
it because the prize for which he 
<ontends is of less value than an 
earthly crown ? It is true that he 
who fights the battles of the Lord 
does not strew fields with the slain 
and stain the earth with his broth- 
er’s blood ; neither is his life ac- 
companied with that splendor and 
tumult, that captivates the natural 
heart ; yet his foes are not less 
potent, nor is his victory less glo- 
rious. The fruits of the one are 
fame, wealth, and sensual pleas- 
ure ; of the other, inward peace of 
mind and communion with God. 
One entitles to an earthly crown 
‘which can be possessed but a few 
days ; the other to a crown of im- 
mortal glory, which shall never 
fade away. 

To trace the life of a Christian 
Ahrough this holy warfare, to the 
pious soul, is interesting, is pleas- 
ant. It serves as a to stimulus to ex- 
ertion, and cheers his desponding 
soul; and enables him to endure, 
with fortitude and patience, the 
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oppositions and discouragements 
which he meets. 

Biographical sketches, if proper- 
ly selected, and judiciously writ- 
ten, would be a safe and an effec- 
tual way of communicating instruc 
tion ; for atthe same time, that it 
would show the iinpertance of re- 
ligion, it would set forth virtue in 
ithe most engaging light, and com- 
mend the practice of it to the heart. 
Its beniga effect on the rising gen- 
eration, in forming in the tender 
mind, principles of piety, would 
well compensate the exertions of 
the triends of virtue for devoting 
some labor to so benevolent an ob- 
ject. 

linpressed with these considera- 
tions, | have been influenced to 
present to you the following me- 
imoir, Which you are al liberty lo 
insert in your useful Magazine, 
should you think it calculated to 
entertain your readers, and benelit 
the cause of our common Lord, 
by promoting persona! piety in the 
ways above mentioned. 


Suayzor I". Buryuaw, the sub- 
ject of the following memoir, was 
the voungest son of Mr. Reuben 
and Mrs. Ciloe Burnham. He 
was born in Hartland, May 9, A. D. 
1787. He had to struggle, even 
in childhood, with a weak and sick- 
ly constitution which he never whoi- 
ly recovered, although he enjoyed 
a comfortable state .of health for 
many years. His constitution be- 
ing apparently too feeble to endure 
the fatigue of agricultural pursuits ; 
and being naturally apt to learn, 
his parents contemplated giving 
him a liberal education. With this 
object in view, he commenced the 
study of the languages, and other 
preparatory studies, and pursued 
them with great. success, till bis 
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health failed, and ls was necessita- 
ted to relinquish his studies. 

He soon alter comimenced the 
arduous employment ot instructing 
youth, which he performed with fi- 
delity and great success, during the 
winter seasons, till the close ot his 
useful life. 

He was early dedicated to God 
in baptism, and instructed into the 
nature, and doctrines of the Chris- 
tian religion, by the precepts and 
example of his parents. ‘This was 
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I never can do enough to requite 
them for their kindhess to me.” 
Great is the encouragement to 
parents to train up their children 
in the fear of the Lord. Parents 
can have no rational ground to ex- 
pect that their children will be du- 
tiful, and become a solace in their 
declining years, to wipe the tear of 
sorrow from their cheek on the bed 
ol death, unless they teach them 
he fear of God in early life; and 
form in their tender minds princi- 


a strong restraint upon him in his | ples of virtue, enforcing their pre- 


future life, to deier him from sinful | cepts by their example. 


courses. 


Most pa- 


An it was owing prin- | rents who have to mourn the mis- 


cipally to this, as he acknowledg- ; conduct of ungediy and disobedi- 


ed, that he preserv ed an almost ir- 
reproachable character in the view 
of snen, at an age when youth are 
most liable to be drawn astray, and 
least able to resist temptation with- 
out the assistance of Divine Grace. 

As achiid, he was dutiful and 
affectionate, obeying the commands 

' his parents with the greatest 
cheeriuiness. It was his study to 
please them, and he did all that 
he could to render them happy in 
the decline of life. The kind 
treatment which he received irom 
them, inspired his mind with grat- 
itude and love, and impressed up- 
on him a lively sense of his obti- 
gations to those, who under God, had 
cone so much for him. 

Alter he entertained a hope that 
he had experienced the renewing 
influences of the Spirit of God up- 
on his heart, in a familiar conver- 
sation with a friend he said, “ I 
owe much to my parents, under 
God, for that kind solicitude which 
they have shown for my temporal, 
and spiritual welfare. I find the 
religious instruction which I re- 
ceived in early lile is of great ben- 
efit. I esteem it a great blessing 
te have religious parents ; and that 





' 
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ent children, and receive ill treat- 
ment from them, have much reason 
to biame themselves. ‘Fhis gene- 
rally arises from some defect in 
their education.. By their morose 
and improper conduct, parents often 
destroy the force of their precepts, 
and are instrumental in forming 
those habits in their children, the 
effects of which they experience, 
and which they deplore. Would 
you form in young minds an affeec- 
tionate disposition, you must ex- 
emplify it in your conduct towards 
them. But to return. 
During his early life Mr. B 
was the subject of many serious 
reflections respecting eternity, and 
the importance of a preparation 
for death. At these seasons he re- 
sorted to secret prayer, and fre- 
quently resolved to amend his life, 
and to live to the glory of God; 
but resolving im his own sirength ; 
the allurements cf the world drew 
him from secret devotion, andhe a- 
gain became thoughtless and stupid 
respecting religion. Thus says he, 
I grieved the Spirit of God,” 
When in his 2ist year, his mind 
became more deeply impressed 
The charm 
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which before bound him to the 
world, was now broken, and his 
wounded spirit could receive no 
balm from the delusive cnjoyments, 
which had before, been his delight. 
He continued for several weeks, in 
‘this painful anxiety of mind, when 
a humble hope in the blessed Sa- 
viour of sinners, cheered his de- 
sponding soul, and he was filled 
with joy and peace in believing. 
His feelings and views of divine 
things at this time may be best 
learned from his own writings : 


some of which I have transcribed. 


It is taken from a piece which he 
wrote for his own edification, on 
the day that completed his 2Ist 
year. 

“‘ Twenty-one years of my pro- 
bationary state, are for ever gone 
beyond recovery. The precious 
morning of my life has fled. The 
other seasons of life may not be 
mine to improve. Very probable 
much short of 21 years more, will 
close these eyes in death, and 
these hands that now guide my 
pen will moulder in the dust from 
whence they came, and become 
food for worms. My immorial 
soul, will at that day, be fitted to 
spend a never-ending eternity, ei- 
ther in excruciating torments, or 
in perfect felicity. And,O! how 
periectly just it would have been 
in God, to have given me my true 
reward, which is the wages of my 
aggravated sins ! 

‘With what regret do I look back 
upon my past life! Notwithstand- 
ing the distinguishing mercy of 
God, in placing me in a Christian 
land, where I enjoy gospel privi- 
leges, and where | have been early 
taught the worth and need of a Sa- 
viour, how wretchedly and wicked- 
ly have I improved all my oppor- 
tunities? What wonderful goodness 
in my heavenly Father, that I am 


Memoirs of Shaylor F. Burnham. 


[Nov. 


yet this side of a miserable eter. 
nity! O my God! it is owing to 
thine almighty power, if my mind 
has been arrested. ‘Those happy 
feelings—this peace of mind which 
words cannot express, come fiom 
thee, my God, my only hope. 
The peace of mind thou hast be- 
stowed on such an unworthy wretch 
as I am—this joy, that has filled my 
soul these eight days past, shows 
'and declares thy free grace and 
infinite mercy, in the strongest 
manner possible.” 

in a letter to his brother, writ- 
| ten about the same time, afier 
speaking of the distinguishing mer- 
cy of God in bringing him out of 
darkness into light, he says, “O 
that I had words to express, in some 
degree, the gratitude I owe to my 
God! What a blessed Saviour we 
have to go to! Nothing is found 
in us, but all is found in our dear 
Saviour. Let us put our whole 
trust in him—depend on him alone, 
and surely we may find fulness of 
joy—such comfort and unspeakable 
joy, as the world cannot give, and 
which, I firmly believe, cannot take 
away.” 

His views of the distinguishing 
doctrines of revelation, were clear 
‘and consistent. Salvation by free 
| grace in Jesus Christ, was a theme 
'on which he delighted to dwell, 
and on this he placed all his hopes 
of eternal happiness. 

Soon after his conversion, he 
thus writes : “* How plain can I see 
my picture in the most obstinate 
and stupid sinner. Nothing but. 
the irresistible grace of God, has 
affected my hard heart. There 
could be nothing in me to recom- 
mend me to God, but sin, which 
must be odious in his sight. What 








wonderful love in the Almighty, 
that he ever should have mercy up- 





on any of the human race, aiér 
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man had forfeited all mercy ! Free 
grace contrived a plan for our re- 
demption, and it is nothing but the 
free grace of God, that any are so 
happy as to accept of offered mer- 
c - 

He contemplated the soverignty 
of God with delight. In the same 
letter to his brother, he says, “ I 
believe, that to every benevolent 
soul, it is a matter of joy, that God 
is what he is; a Sovereign, who 
will bring about his greatest glory.” 

In another letter, written a short 
time after, he thus writes: “I feel 
more and more established in the 
belief of divine sovereignty ; and it 
is the determinate counsel of God, 
and his choosing him a people ; and 
taking the work of redemption in- 
to his own hands, that affords me 
the least ray of hope: for I am 
convinced that if left to my own 
choice, and my salvation put into 
my own care, I should eternally 
come short of it.” 

He did not reject the sovereign- 
ty of God, because he could not 
reconcile the dependence of the 
creature with his freedom; nor 
did he reject the freedom of the 
creature because he could not ex- 
plain how he could be free in per- 
forming his actions, when he was 
acted upon by divine efficiency. It 
was an invariable rule with him, to 
make human reason bow to the tes- 
mony of Jehovah. He first exam- 
ined, to see if any particular doc- 
trine was taught in the scriptures, 
and how it was taught ; and having 
ascertained this, he made it an ob- 
ject of faith, however opposed to 
the natural heart, and~ although 
above his finite comprehension. 

Were Christians generally more 
ready to make revelation a matter 
of faith, and practice, instead of 
making it an object of speculation, 

Vor. VIL. No. 11. 
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they would greatly further their 
growth in grace, and promote their 
personal edification. 

He was fully established in the 
belief that man, by nature, is to- 
tally depraved. In a letter to his 
brother, speaking on this subject, 
he says, ‘“ I believe that the de- 
pravity of our natures is such, that 
if all the terrors of hell were set 
before us—-the solemn realities of 
eternity opened to our view, and 
we could see Jesus, with open 
arms to receive and save us; our 
proud and obstinate hearts, would 
rather suffer our just doom, to ever- 
lasting despair, than submit to free 
grace.” 

Writing to his pupils, whom he 
instructed the winter before his 
conversion, he says, ‘‘ Our obstina- 
cy is such, that we never shall give 
up self-dependence, until all-con- 
quering grace subdues our hearts, 
and changes them from a love of 
sin, to'a love of holiness.” 

These views of the doctrines of 
revelation, had an important influ- 
ence upon his life. Not contented 


‘with mere speculation, he made 


these doctrines, the basis of his 
practice’; which led him to place 
a firm confidence, in te promises 
of God. These afforded him sup- 

rt in affliction—cheered him in 
his days of darknes$ under the hi- 
dings of God’s countenance ; and 
kept him from being greatly elated 
in times of prosperity. Whether 
in prosperity or adversity, he 
cheerfully submitted himself to 
God, being fully persuaded that all 
things would ‘work together for his 
good, if he was a child of God. 
In the belief of these doctrines he 
continued stedfast, unto the end, 
and found in them great comfort on 
his dying bed ; and when near the 


close of life, said, “* I wish to have 
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it known, that I lived and died in 
the belief of these glorious doc- 
trines.”’ 

His letters, as did his life, show 
that he was much conversant with his 
own heart. It was from thisknow- 
ledge, that he became deeply im- 
pressed with his depravity, and 
with the depravity of man by na- 
ture. This led him to esteem oth- 
ers better than himself, and gave 
rise to that meek and humble de- 





him to that amiable and becomine 
deportment which gained him the 
esteem of all who were acquainted 
with him. 

A true knowlede of our own 
hearts strikes at the root of pride, 
and humbles us in the dust in view 
of the infinite purity of Jehovah. 
And it is owing to ignorance of 
their true characters that any are 
elated with their attainments jn 
Divine kuowledge, or glory in their 


portment, as a Christian, for which own works: for the Christian's 

he was particularly distinguished. | growth in grace, keeps pace with 
A just estimate of his own ac- | his knowledge of his own heart, 

quirements, and of his own char- | and the character of God. 


acter, made him diffident, and led 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Address of the Corresponding Com- 
mitice to the Agents and Mem- 
bers of the Bietr Sociery. 


PEN 

i HE Scriptures claim the atten- 
tion Of mankind both on acount of 
what they reveal, and the authority 
with which they are clothed. ‘Vhev 


God’s violated law are fully develo- 
ped, And while the truth and jus- 
tice of God ave represented as re- 
guiring the destruction of the race of 
Adain, his mercy is exhibited as 
devising a plan of redemption. Jesus 
Christ is payee manc the Saviour of 
sinners, the restorer of the divine 





honor, the giver of pardon, justifica- 


unfold a clear, rational, and consist- | tion, sanctification, and eternal life. 


ent scheme of religion. ‘Fley rep- 


| The terms of acceptance are made 


resent Gad on the throne, exercising | known. The penicent, believing sin- 
hus sovencip#ty over the works of his | ner is permitted to hope ** for glory 


hands, and vindicating his law, and 
government, by a display of the wis- 
dom, holiness, justice, and goodness 
of his characier. The great rules 
of truth and righteougness are de- 
livered for the regulation of our 
conduct. Our duty to God, to our- 
selves, and to ove another is fully 
revealed, and sole:hly enforced. ‘The 
introduction of moral evil into the 
world is declared to be consistent 
with the rectitude of the divine gov- 
ermmeut ; and we are asssured that 
this evil, together with all the uns- 
cries resulting from it, shall be over- 
ruled to display the glory of Jeho- 
vali. ‘Phe universal apostacy of our 
vace—their consequent guilt and 
wreichedness—their condemnation 
and exposure to the penalties of 





and honor and inimortality.” The 
Christian character is described as 
holy, dignified, and improving ; the 
Chistian life as that of repentance, 
faith, patience, and hope ; the Chiis- 
tian inheritance as future, * incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and that which fa- 
deth not away.” ‘Lhe Scriptures also 
point to, a state of retribution In 
tich God will consummate the 
gtion of his chijdren, and the de- 
Ction of his enemies ; in which 
be will unfold the miysteries of his 
providence, and display the wisdom 
and rectitude of his goverument. 
These are some of the general and 
important truths which are coutain-" 
ed in the Bible, but no where else. 
From no other source do we gain 
this knowledge. “Fhe light of na- 
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ture affords no consistent scheme of 
religion. The ancient heathen phi- 
losophers acknowledged that they 
groped in darkness. Their writings 
are full of conjectures, doubts, and 
fears. Nor have modern philoso- 
phers been more successful in their 
speculations. They have totally fail- 
ed to point out any satisfactory way 
of return to God, or to insure the 
salvation of the soul. Human phi- 
losophy leaves the soul in anxiety 
and perplexity, and debars it from 
that rational confidence which the 
pei inspires. 

o gach then being the insufficiency 
of natural religion, the importance 
of the Scriptures is clearly perceiv- 
ed. They are full of truths of in- 
estimable value, beauty, and consis- 
tency. They contain an account of 
a moral government, solid, sublime, 
and heavenly ; planned according to 
infinite wisdom, and executed to dis- 
play the moral glories of Jehovah. 


urther evidence of the worth of }. 


the Scriptures arises from the au- 
thority they claim as the volume of 
inspiration. They are the “ora- 
cles” of God. The writers were 
holy men, “* who spake not in the 
words of man’s wisdom, but as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
The words of revelation, therefore, 
are the words of truth. Men may 
lace full confidence im the Bible. 
“hey may take it as the “ man of 
ay counsel, and the guide of their 
ife.” 

With this view of the value and 
importance of the Scriptures, the 
experience of all ages accords. — 
Their excellency inspired the song 
of David : “Through thy precepts I 
set understanding ; therefore, I hate 
every false way. ‘Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path.” By means of the Scrip- 
tares, true religion has been pre- 
served in the world. ‘The Church, 
in all ages, has pointed to this bles- 
sed voinme as the charter of her 
privileves ; and, by meansof it, has 
dissipated ignorance and supersti- 
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sed, vital religion has prevailed or 
declined. Its worth is also at this 
day, tested by thousands, whose 
tears of godly sorrow, and holy joy, 
fall upon its sacred. pages. It in- 
spires the fearful with Christian he- 
roism, the weak with strength, the 
d ing,with hope and consola- 
tion. It introduces and preserves 
harmony “in society ; it exhorts to 
industry and contentment. Its bles- 
sings diffuse a cheerfulness and se- 
renity through domestic life ; it iilu- 
mines the cottage and forms the or- 
nament of the mansion. It inspires 
with hope and confidence the bed of 
sorrow ; it casts a beam of light on 
the valley of the shadow of dcath, 
and leads to glory and immortality 
beyond the grave. 

Such being the value and authori- 
ty of the word of God, the multipli- 
cation and diffusion of copies are 
obviously of the greatest import- 
ance. 

Much of the success of missicna- 
ries depends upon the dissemination 
of the word of life. Without the 
Bible in their hands, they will pro- 
claim almost in vain the tidings of 
salvation : With it, however, they 
will go with confidence, for it is the 
power of God to pulling down the 
strong holds of sin and Satan. 

The exertions of private Chris- 
tians, and of public institutions, in 
diffusing the Bible, are happy pre- 
sages that soon will be accomplish- 
el, all the necessary preliminaries 
to the introduction of the Millenni- 
um. The work has commenced 
under the most favorable auspices. 
Thousands, on both sides of the At- 
lantic, are espousing the glorious 
canse. And it hath pleased an in- 
dulgeat Providence to make them 
the honored instruments of premo- 
ting the purposes of his grace. 

Your Committee have the pleas- 
ure to assure you, that the same 
providence has greatly smiled on 
vour laudable exertions. Since they 
last addressed you, they have pur- 
chased and distributed 2,50 Bibles, 


tion, and extendec! the triamphs of! which, with those distributed in 
the cross. he importance of the! former years, considerably exceed 
Bible has been acknowledged by the | 10,000. ‘The manner of these dis- 
enemies of the Church, in their ex- | tributions may be Jearned from the 
ertions to destroy it. According as! last Annual Report of the Directing 
it has been disseminated cr suppres-' Committee. From this report vou 
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will perceive that your charities 
have not been bestowed in vein. 
‘Thousands are now invoking the 
blessing sof Heaven on the Bible So- 
cieties of this, and other parts of the 
world. Many, oy confidently ho- 
have, through your instrumen- 
Sas been made to bow to the 
cross, and are now pursuing the 
way to holiness, towards those man- 
sions of glory where both the giver 
and receiver shall meet, and sing 
the song of Moses and the Lamb. 
We declare this with assurance, 
from the gratitude with which ise 
gifts have been received, and fro 
the earnest entreaties of many for 
the continuance of your charities. 
Brethren, we entreat you still to 
“ abound in the work of the Lord.” 
You are not alone. “ Kings are 
becoming nursing fathers, and 
Queens nursing mothers to the 
church.” The zeal of the friends 
of Zion is gradually increasing. We 
look forward to the day, when “ the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea.” We rely with confidence 
upon the fervency of your zeal, pray- 
ers, and exertions ; we pray you to 
examine the importance of the 
cause, and to support it your 
liberality, as the Lord hath d 
you. Give of your abundance unto 
Him who will in due time repay 
ou double for all your labors of 
ove. 
CaALvin Cuaprn, 2 Correspondi 
Sasrtomenieane Committee. 


Hartford, October 6, 1814. 
—=3¢-Co 


Missions of the United Brethren, 


NortH Amenica. 

Tar Missions of the Brethren amon 

the Indians, both at Fairfield, in Can- 
ada, and at Goshen, within the boun- 
daries of the United States, have 
been greatly disturbed by the war, 
which tended to draw away their 
young people to the armies, and to 
produce alarm and uncertainty at 
the settlements. The mission among 
the Cherokees had proceeded with- 
out disturbance. In transmitting 


these from Bethlehem, in 
Penn Tania, one of the Missiona- 
ries rves :—‘* © how much do 
we wish that peace may be soon 
restored between Great Britain and 
oe a States, as also peta 

ne igerent powers in ! 
And how paeiier it is that we feel 
and enjoy, amidst the present ca- 
lamities on earth, true spiritual un- 
ion with all children of God, of 
every nation and party, and that 
peace, which the world can neither 
give nor take away!” 





West Inpies. 

1. Barbadoes.—A letter from Sha- 
ron, in that Island, dated May 30, 
1812, states as follows: 

** Amidst all causes for complaint 
which might be mentioned, we have 
also great reason to be humbly 
thankful to the Lord for many mer- 
cies, and we yet perceive, that the 
Gospel is not preached in vain. As 
a proof of this assertion, I may 
quote, that our Sunday service is in 
general well attended by a serious 
congregation of negroes, both be- 
longing to us, and strangers, It is 
true, that in the week-days our own 
people do not come to church as 
mucii as we could wish ; but when 
we consider the great distance of 
some, and the peculiar situation of 
others, we should not hastily pro- 
nounce this seeming neglect to arise 
from indifference to their souls’ con- 
cerns. I assure you, that I have 
frequently conversed with some of 
our negroes concerning the state of 
their souls, when they have spoken 
as freely an experimentally of the 
Lord’s dealings with them, and their 
desire to live for Him in this world, 
as 1 have ever heard the most truly 
converted persons in Europe do; 
and their life and conversation prove, 
| that it is not mere talk.” 

It then gives an account of the 
alarm caused throughout the island, 
| by the extraordinary darkness which 
; occurred on the 30th of April, 1812, 
| in consequence of the volcanic erup- 
tion of Mount Souffrier, in St. Vin- 
cent’s. The darkness continued from 
six in the morning till past noon, 
attended with showers of dust. 

* About one, a hittle light from 
the sun’srays appeared, tothe great 
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comfort of every human being in the 
island. About three o’ many 
from far and near, assem- 
bled together in our apa Sag 
a large congregation, to w a dis- 
pee was delivered un the Scrip-. 
ture-text for the day : ‘ The works 
of His hands are verity and judg-' 
ment : all his commandments are 
sure’ Ps, cxi. 7 ;—concluding with 
fervent prayer. The attention and 
devotion of the auditory was great. 

“The great church of Bridgetown 
was, on this awful day, so much 
crowded, that it could hardly con- 
tain the people, who, at 11 o'clock 
in the forenoon, with lanthorns in 
their hands, took refuge in the house 
of prayer ; 80 t was the con- 
sternation of all the inhabitants.” 

2. Surinam—An attempt has 
been made to renew the mission 
among the Arawack Indians, on the 
river Corentyn. ‘The Missionaries 
employed on this service, reached 
their destination in June, 1812. In 
the following September they were 
well in health, and ied with 
forming their settlements. Ihe ba 
tized Indians were diligent in their 
attendance on Divine worship. The 
spirit of the men who have hazard- 
ed theirlivesin this perilous un- 
dertaking, will be seen from the fol- 
lowing extract of one of their Ilet- 
ters :— 

“ We have settled in the midsts 
of a thick forest, which cannot be 
converted into a fruitful field, with- 
out persevering and great exertions. 
Yet by the Lord’s blessing, we hope, 
that in a reasonable time, we shall 
reap the fruits of our labor with 
thankful hearts, earned truly by the 
sweat of the brow, in this extreme- 
ly hot climate. You would, indeed, 
not guess, that we were appointed 
and ordained toa clerical oftice, if 
you were to see us in our daily work, 
digging and delving, felling trees, 
and cutting our way through bushes. 
The underwood is exceedingly thick 
and interwoven, but patience and 
perseverance will work through it 
intime. ‘This is all made easy to 
us by that reflection, that whatsoev- 
er we do, we do in the name of our 
Saviour, whom we delight to serve. 
Q! if our mouths were but soon 
opened, and our tongues loosened, 
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to declare the word of His cross and 
all-sufficient atonement to these 
brown heathen, who now appear so 
ate and indifte a — it, 
that by its power might be re- 
ea in spirit, and give themselves 
up to Him, who has also for them 
suffered the bitter y of ani 
minious death, to redeem them from 
the slavery of sin.” 

The mission among the free ne- 
a at Bambey seems to languish 
or want of aid from Europe. ‘The 
negroes, also, are said to be adverse 
to restraint and good counsel. Some 
encouraging hopes, however, were 
afforded, by severalof them owning 
their defection, shewing contrition, 
and desiring to be again restored te 
spiritual life. 

At Paramaribo, the prospect was 
much more encouraging. 

“ The number of new people has 
increased this year, more than at any 
former period ; and our hearts are 
filled with humble joy and thankful- 
ness, whenever we meet in the pres- 
ence of our Saviour, and receive re- 
newed assurances, that the word of 
His cross, which we preach in weak - 
ness, is accompanied with power 
and the demonstration of His Spirit 
in - hearts of our hearers.” 

** We have much cause to extol 
the saving name of our God and 
Saviour, He is with us, and blesses 
our ministry. More Negroes are 
awakened the sleep of sin by 
the power of the Gospel, and the 
new le amount now to thirty- 
eight. every monthly prayer- 
day. some are added to the church 
by holy baptism, and others are ad- 
mitted partakers of the Lord’s Su 
per on communion days. Since the 
beginning of this year, thirty-eight 
adults and twelve children have 
been baptized, and forty-five per- 
sons added to the communicants.— 
Nine were excinded, but we had 
the satisfaction to re-admit fourteen, 
who returned and showed sincere 
repentance. Seventeen have depar- 
ted this life, rejoicing in hope of the 
salvation of their souls, through the 
merits of our Saviour.—We are now 
under the pressing necessity of en- 
larging our church, which for these 
many years have needed repair, and 
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it known, that I lived and died in 
the belief of these glorious doc- 
trines.”” 

His letters, as did his life, show 
that he was much conversant with his 
own heart. It was from this know- 
ledge, that he became deeply im- 
pressed with his depravity, and 
with the depravity of man by na- 
ture. This led him to esteem oth- 
ers better than himself, and gave 
rise to that meek and humble de- 
portment, as a Christian, for which 
he was particularly distinguished. 

A just estimate of his own ac- 
quirements, and of his own char- 
acter, made him diffident, and Jed 
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him to that amiable and becomins 
deportment which gained him the 
esteem of all who were acquainted 
with him. 

A true knowlede of our own 
hearts strikes at the root of pride, 
and humbles us in the dust in view 
of the infinite purity of Jehovah. 
And it is owing to ignorance of 
their true characters that any are 





elated with thetr attainments in 
Divine knowledge, or glory in their 
own works: for the Christian's 
| growth in grace, keeps pace with 
| his knowledge of his own heart, 
and the character of God. 

[To be conciuded in our nezt.] 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Address of the Corresponding Com- 
nitice to the Agents and Mem- 
bers of the Bree Sociery. 


ry 

i HE Scriptures claim the atten- 
tion of mankind both on acount of 
what ticy reveal, and the authority 
with which they are clothed. ‘Thev 
unfold a clear, rational, and consist- 
ent scheme of religion. ‘Fley rep- 
resent Gadon the throne, exercising 
luis sovercipty over the works of his 
hands, and vindicating his law, and 
yovernment, by a display of the wis- 
dom, hotiness, justice, and goodness 
of his characier. ‘The great rules 
of truth and righteougness are de- 
livered for the regulation of our 
conduct. Our duty to God, to our- 
selves, and to ove another is fully 
revealed, and sole:hly enforced. ‘The 
introduction of moral evil into the 
world is declared to be consistent 
with the rectitude of the divine gov- 
crmmeut ; and we are asssured that 
this evil, together with all the mis- 
cries resulting from it, shall be over- 
ruled to display the glory of Jelo- 
vali. ‘Phe universal apostacy of our 
race—their consequent guilt and 
wreichedness—their condemnation 
and exposure to the penalties of 


God’s violated law are fully develo- 
ped, And while the truth and jus- 
tice of God are represented as re- 
guiring the destruction of the race of 
Adain, his mercy is exhibited as 
devising a plan of redemption. Jesus 
Christ is age nee the Saviour of 
sinners, the restorer of the divine 
honor, the giver of pardon, justifica- 
tion, sanctification, and eternal life. 
| The terms of acceptance are made 
| known. The penitent, believing sin- 
| ner is permitted to hope * for glo 
and honor and insmortality.” The 
Christian character is described as 
holy, dignified, and improving ; the 
Ciavistian life as that of repentance, 
faith, patience, and hope; the Chris- 
tian inheritance as future, “ incor- 
ruptible,undefiled, and that which fa- 
deth not away.” ‘Lhe Scriptures aiso 
point to, a state of retribution in 
Which God will consummate the 
Phi ation of his children, and the de- 
action of his enemies ; in which 
be will unfold the mysteries of his 
providence, and display the wisdom 
and rectitude of his goverament. 
‘These are some of the general and 
important truths which are contain- 
ed in the Bible, but no where else. 
From no other source do we gain 
this knowledge. ‘Fhe light of na- 
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ture affords no consistent scheme of 
religion. The ancient heathen phi- 
losophers acknowledged that they 
groped in darkness. Their writings 
are full of conjectures, doubts, and 
fears. Nor have modern philoso- 
phers been more successful in their 
speculations. They have totally fail- 
ed to point out any satisfactory way 
of return to God, or to insure the 
saivation of the soul. Human phi- 
losophy leaves the soul in anxiety 
and perplexity, and debars it from 
that mas: confidence which the 
pel inspires. 

o gach Gis being the insufficiency 
of natural religion, the importance 
of the Scriptures is clearly perceiv- 
ed. They are full of truths of in- 
estimable value, beauty, and consis- 
tency. ‘They contain an account of 
a moral government, solid, sublime, 
and heavenly ; planned according to 
infinite wisdom, and executed to dis- 
play the moral glories of Jehovah. 


urther evidence of the worth of }. 


the Scriptures arises from the au- 
thority they claim as the volume of 
inspiration. They are the “ora- 
cles” of God. The writers were 
holy men, “* who spake not in the 
words of man’s wisdom, but as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost. 
The words cf revelation, therefore, 
are the words of truth. Men may 
lace full confidence in the Bible. 

hev mav take it as the “ man of 
aay counsel, and the guide of their 
ife.”? 

With this view of the value and 
importance of the Scriptures, the 
experience of all ages accords. — 
Their excellency inspired the song 
of David : “Through thy precepts I 
get understanding ; therefore, I hate 
every false way. ‘Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path.” By means of the Scrip- 
tares, true religion has been pre- 
served in the world. “The Church, 
in all ages, has pointed to this bles- 
sed voinme as the charter of her 
privileges ; and, by means of it, has 
dissipated ignorance and supersti- 
tion, and extended the triamphs of 
the cross. The importance of the 
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sed, vital religion has prevailed or 
declined. Its worth is also at this 
day, tested by thousands, whose 
tears of godly sorrow, and holy joy, 
fall upon its sacred pages. It in- 
spires the fearful with Christian he- 
roism, the weak with strength, the 
desponding, with hope and consola- 
tion. It introduces and preserves 
harmony “in society ; it exhorts to 
industry and contentment. Its bles- 
sings diffuse a cheerfulness and se- 
renity through domestic life ; it illt- 
mines the cottage and forms the or- 
nament of the mansion. It inspires 
with hope and confidence the bed of 
sorrow ; it casts a beam of light on 
the valley of the shadow of death, 
and leads to glory and immortality 
beyond the grave. 

Such being the value and authori- 
ty of the word of God, the multipli- 
cation and diffusion of copies are 
obviously. of the greatest import- 
ance. 

Much of the success of missiona- 
ries depends upon the dissemination 
of the word of life. Without the 
Bible in their hands, they will pro- 
claim almost in vain the tidings of 
salvation : With it, however, they 
will go with confidence, for it is the 
power of God to pulling down the 
strong holds of sin and Satan. 

The exertions of private Chris- 
tians, and of public institutions, in 
diffusing the Bible, are happy pre- 
sages that soon will be accomplish- 
el, all the necessary preliminaries 
to the introduction of the Millenni- 
um. The work has commenced 
under the most favorable auspices. 
Thousands, on both sides of the At- 
lantic, are espousing the glorious 
canse. And it hath pleased an in- 





dulgeat Providence to make them 
the honored instruments of promo- 
' ting the purposes of his grace. 
Your Committee have the picas- 
ure to assure you, that the same 
| providence has greatly smiled on 
your Jaudable exertions. Since they 
last addressed you, they have pur- 
chased and distributed 2,509 Bibles, 
which, with. those distributed in 
former years, considerably exceed 


Bible has been acknowledged by the | 10,000. The manner of these dis- 


enemies of the Church, in their ex- 
ertions to destroy it. According as 
it has been disseminated cr suppres- 


| tributions may be Jearned from the 
| Iast Annual Report of the Directing 


‘Committee. From this report vou 
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will perceive that your charities these reports from Bethlehem, in 
have not been bestowed in vain. | Pennsylvania, one of the Missiona- 
Thousands are now invoking the | ries observes :—‘t how much do 
blessing sof Heaven on the Bible So- | we wish that peace may be soon 
cieties of this, and other parts of the | restored between Great Britain and 
world. Many, it is confidently ho- | the United States, as also between 
ped, have, through your instrumen- | the belligerent powers in Europe! 
talitv, been ps to bow to the | And how consoling it is that we feel 
cross, and are now pursuing the | and enjoy, amidst the present ca- 
way to holiness, towards those man- lamities on earth, true spiritual un- 
sions of glory where both the giver | ion with all children of God, of 
and receiver shall meet, and sing | every nation and pay: and that 
the song of Moses and the Lamb. | peace, which the world can neither 
We declare this with assurance, | give nor take away!” 
from the gratitude with which your e 
gifts have been received, and from West Inptes. 
the earnest entreaties of many for 1. Barbadoes.—A letter from Sha- 
the continuance of your charities. | Ton, in that Island, dated May 30, 
Brethren, we entreat you still to | 1812, states as follows ; 
“ abound in the work of the Lord.” | “* Amidst all causes for complaint 
You are not alone. “ Kings are | which might be mentioned, we have 
becoming nursing fathers, and | also great reason to be humbly 
Queens nursing mothers to the thank ul to the Lord for Many mer- 
church.” The zeal of the friends | Cies, and we yet perceive, that the 
of Zion is gradually increasing. We | Gospel is not preached in vain. As 
look forward to the day, when “the | 2 proof of this assertion, I may 
earth shall be full of the knowledge | quote, that our Sunday service is in 
of the Lord, as the waters cover | general well attended by a serious 
the sea.” We rely with confidence | Congregation of negroes, both be- 
upon the fervency of your zeal, pray- | longing to us, and strangers. It is 
ers, and exertions ; we pray you to true, that in the week-days our own 
examine the importance of the | people do not come to church as 
cause, and to support it your | Muci as we could wish ; but when 
liberality, as the Lord hath d| we consider the great distance of 
you. Give of your abundance unto} some, and the peculiar situation of 
im who will in due time repay | Others, we should not hastily pro- 
ou double for all your labors of | nounce this seeming neglect to arise 
ove. from mmaneace to vg wy — 
Cavin Curry, 2 Corresponding | S'S: > assure you, that ve 
> porate sia Commitee.” | frequently conversed with some of 
our negroes concerning the state of 
Hartford, October 6, 1814. | their souls, when they have spoken 
| as freely an experimentally of the 
eae | Lord’s dealings with them, and their 
conte to live “3 Him in this see 
+ rs as 1 have ever heard the most truly 
Missions of the United Brethren. | converted persons in Europe ad 
and their life and conversation prove, 


Rice | that it is not mere talk.” 
Tar Missions of the Brethren among | It then gives an account of the 


the Indians, both at Fairfield, in Can- | alarm caused throughout the island, 
ada, and at Goshen, within the boun- | by the extraordinary darkness which 


daries of the United States, have | occurred on the 30th of April, 1812, 


been greatly disturbed by the war, , in Congercncs of the volcanic erup- 


which tended to draw away their | tion of Mount Souffrier, in St. Vin- 











NortH America. 


young people to the armies, and to 
produce alarm and uncertainty at 
the settlements. ‘The mission among 
the Cherokees had proceeded with- 
out disturbance. In transmitting 








cent’s. The darkness continued from 
six in the morning till past noon, 
attended with showers of dust. 

* About one, a hittle light from 
the sun’srays appeared, tothe great 
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comfort of every human being in the 
island. About three o’ many 
from far and near, assem- 
bled together in our church, forming 
a large ion, to whom a dis- 
course was delivered un the Scrip-. 
ture-text for the day : ‘ The works 
of His hands are verity and judg-' 
ment : all his commandments are 
sure’ Ps. cxi. 7 ;—concluding with 
fervent prayer. The attention and 
devotion of the auditory was great. 

“The great church of Bridgetown 
was, on this awful day, so much 
crowded, that it could hardly con- 
tain the people, who, at 11 o'clock 
in the forenoon, with lanthorns in 
their hands, took refuge in the house 
of prayer ; so t was the con- 
sternation of all the inhabitants.” 

2. Surinam—An attempt has 
been made to renew the mission 
among the Arawack Indians, on the 
river Corentyn. ‘The Missionaries 
employed on this service, reached 
their destination in June, 1812. In 
the following September they were 
well in health, and occupied with 
forming their settlements. Ihe ba 
tized Indians were diligent in their 
attendance on Divine worship. The 
spirit of the men who have hazard- 
ed theirlivesin this perilous un- 
dertaking, will be seen from the fol- 
lowing extract of one of their let- 
ters :— 

“ We have settled in the midsts 
of a thick forest, which cannot be 
converted into a fruitful field, with- 
out persevering and great exertions. 
Yet by the Lord’s blessing, we hope, 
that in a reasonable time, we shall 
reap the fruits of our labor with 
thankful hearts, earned truly by the 
sweat of the brow, in this extreme- 
ly hot climate. You would, indeed, 
not guess, that we were appointed 
and ordained toa clerical oftice, if 
you were to see us in our daily work, 
digging and delving, felling trees, 
and cutting our way through bushes. 
The underwood is exceedingly thick 
and interwoven, but patience and 
perseverance will work through it 
ia time. This is all made easy to 
us by that reflection, that whatsoev- 
er we do, we do in the name of our 
Saviour, whom we delight to serve. 
Q! if our mouths were but: soon 
opened, and our tongues loosened, 
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to declare the word of His cross and 
all-sufficient atonement to these 
brown heathen, who now appear so 
listless, and indifferent towards it, 
that by its power they might be re- 
newed in spirit, and give themselves 
up to Him, who has also for them 
suffered the bitter agony of an i 
minious death, to redeem them 
the slavery of sin.” 

The mission among the free ne- 

at Bambey seems to languish 

for want of aid from Europe. ‘The 
negroes, also, are said to be adverse 
to restraint and good counsel. Some 
encouraging hopes, however, were 
afforded, by severalof them owning 
their defection, shewing contrition, 
and desiring to be again restored te 
spiritual life. 

At Paramaribo, the prospect was 
much more encouraging. 

“ The number of new people has 
increased this year, more than at any 
former period ; and our hearts are 
filled with humble joy and thankful- 
ness, whenever we meet in the pres- 
ence of our Saviour, and receive re- 
newed assurances, that the word of 
His cross, which we preach in weak - 
ness, is accompanied with power 
and the demonstration of His Spirit 
in yee hearts of our hearers.” 

* We have much cause to extol 
the saving name of our God and 
Saviour, He is with us, and blesses 
our “anery More Negroes are 
awakened the sleep of sin by 
the power of the Gospel, and the 
new people amount now to thirty- 
eight. On every monthly prayer- 
day. some are added to the church 
by holy baptism, and others are ad- 
mnitted partakers of the Lord’s Su 
per on Communion days. Since the 
beginning of this year, thirty-eight 
adults and twelve children have 
been baptized, and forty-five per- 
sons added to the communicants.— 
Nine were excluded, but we had 
the satisfacticn to re-admit fourteen, 
who returned and showed sincere 
repentance. Seventeen have depar- 
ted this life, vejoicing in hope of the 


salvation of their souls, through the 
merits of our Saviour.—We are now 
under the pressing necessity of en- 
larging our church, which for these 
many years have needed repair, and 
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3s"much too small for the increasing 
number, both of the congregation 
and other hearers, who constantly 
attend Divine worship,” 

“* We look with confidence to the 
willingness of our brethren and 
friends in Eu , and (since we are 
now British Subjects} in England, to 
help us, and request them herewith 
most earnestly to consider the work 
of our Lord in this: country also, and 
to assist us by such donations as they 
may have ability and willingness to 
bestow upon us. We shall hardly 
be able to complete it under 3000. 
sterling, or near 10,000 guilders pa- 
per currency. 

“ You will rejoice to hear, with 
what cheerfulness onr chapel-ser- 
vants and negro assistants pt 
to lend a helping hand in this work. 
They offered to encourage the whole 
congregation to take share not only 
in bringing the building materials, 
&c. to the spot, but in giving their 
mite towards it. We have lately 
had several instances of their willing- 
ness to do all in their power to sup- 
port the mission.” 

Several striking instances of the 
liberality of the poor negroes are 
then given, and they are accompa- 
nied by the following remark on the 
part of the Missionaries :— 

“We were greatly affected by 
the willing spirit prevailing in our 
congregation, and had encouraging 
proofs of the truth of the frequent 
declaration of the Negroes, that the 
word of God, preached in this place 
is to them a most precious treasure, 
and their assembling themselves to- 
gether to hear it and enjoy Chris- 
tian instruction and fellowship, their 
chief delight.” 

The church has‘since been so far 
advanced, that it was used for pub- 
ke worship in the Passion Week of 
1813. Though enlarged by one third, 
throughout the whole weck the au- 
ditory was so numerous that many 
were obliged to staad before the 
doors and windows On Good Fri- 
day evening, 2000 Negroes were 
present. 

“Our prayers were fervent tothe 
Lord: that, by His Spirit, He 


might. cause the word of the Cross 
to-be the power of God unto saiva- 
ion. to many of their souls, and 
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prant them faith in their crucified 
edeemer. 


**Qn Maunday ‘Thursday, - 111 
brethren and 175 sisters were pres- 
ent at the celebration of the Lord’s 


Su . 

* Three adults were baptized on 
Easter Monday, and 18 were ad- 
ded to the class of new people, who 
seemed to have been awakened du- 
ring the Passion Week, and led to 
serious concern for the salvation of 
their souls.” 

* At the close of the year 1812, 
our congregation of Christian Ne- 
groes at Paramaribo, consisted of 
400 communicants ; 42 baptized a- 
dults, not yet admitted to the Lord’s 
Supper ; 65 baptized children: in 
all, 507 persons, besides candidates 
and catechumens.” 

3. Jamaica.—The following are 
extracts of Jetters received from the 
Missionaries in this island :— 

“ Bogue, April 5, 1812.—Beins 
Sunday, I went, in the morning, as 
usual, to Elim, where 1 had an at- 
tentive auditory. In the evening, 
the mectings were well attended at 
the Bogue. Since the last baptism 
at Easter, we have the satisfaction 
to see many Negroes coming to en- 
quire when they may be baptized ; 
which gives us a good opportunity 
to speak with them of the necessitv 
of conversion, and a total change of 
heart, to be wrought the Lord, 
and his Spirit, before baptism can 
be of any avail to them.” 

“ June 13.—The meetings both at 
Elim and here (the Bogue,) continu- 
ed to be well attended by both the 
inembers of the congregaticn and 
strange Negroes. Both in the class- 
es, and when we spoke with the in- 
dividuals, we felt much encouraged 
by the proofs we had of a work of 
the Holy Spirit in their souls” 

“Sept. 13—Being prayer day, 
four’ adults received holy baptism. 
An unusual number of Negroes at- 
tended at this solemnity, and the 
Lord gave me grace to speak, from 
the fulness of my heart, of his de- 
sire, that not any should perish, but 
all come to the knowledge of the 
truth, repent and helieve the Gospel, 
that thus they might attain remis- 
sion of sins in ‘his blood. Several 
came afterwards, and’ desired their 
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names io be written down, express- 
ing their determination to give their 
hearts to the Lord Jesus, and become 
inembers of his church. 

“16—At the class of the new 
people 22 were present, 11 belonging 
to this estate, and 11 to Elim. it is 
pleasing to see the eagerness with 
which they come to this meeting. — 
We are chiefly occupied in it with 
asking questions, and explaining 
texts of Scripture, which they have 
jearnt to repeat, jally such por- 
tions as refer to holy baptism. ‘lhey 
are all anxious that they may not 
come behind, in giving proper ans- 
wers, and therefore never stay away, 
but from the most urgent necessity. 
We find, that the way here adop- 
ted makes more lasting impression 
upon their minds, than any discourse 
delivered to them.” 

** Dec. 31.—We met to conclude 
the year, in fellowship with our ne- 
gro Congregation, when we thank- 
fully remembered all the mercy, 
grace, and favor, which the Lord 
has bestowed on us ia the year past, 
and crayed His pardon of our man- 
ifold sins and failings. We felt His 

ace, and could firmly trust, that 

le w }i continue to bless us, and to 

cause His work to flourish in this 
island also. - During the past year 
16 have been baptized, and 6 ad- 
inited to the Lord’s Supper. Our 
congregation, reckoning all the new 
people who constantly attend and 
come to speak with us, consisis of 
207 persons,” 

** Carmel, March 15, 1815.— The 
great storm, which we experinced 
last summer, has most materially af- 
fected the condition of the Negroes 
by destroying all their provision- 
grounds  istine we go to visit 
them in their huts, they cry out,— 
* Massa, hunger kill we;’ and indeed 
they lock so lean and cmaciated, 
that we cannot behold them without 
pity. It will be fall two months be- 
fore the plantains aad the Indian 
corn become fit toeat. Were it not 
for our coffee planters, who, when 
coffee fell so much in price, planted 
plenty of a certain fruit, growing in 
the ground, which a storm cannot 
carry away, the poor people would 
absolutely be in danger of starving.” 

Nov, 11.-—Respecting the missicn, 
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I may truly say, that the Lord biess- 
es our fecbie endeavors to make 
known His name among the hea- 
then. Since Easter last, 41 Ons 
have been baptized here at the 
Bogue ; aud 56 have become candi- 
dates. A good number were admit- 
ted to the Lord’s Supper.’ New 
people frequently apply for baptism 
and chureh fellowship. 

* Among the new-comers was 2 
Negro, who lives 12 miles from Car- 
mel. Tle said, ‘ Massa, 1 would 
have you to know, that I want to 
come to you, and to be baptized. I 
am a Mahometan ; and in my coun- 
trv we also believe in Moses. But } 
think my faith is not the right ove. 
I wish to come to Jesus Christ. I 
have one wife, and she is of the 
same mind. We have prayers to- 
gether, and always pray to Jesus 
Christ. Did we not live so far off, 
we should have come before now, 
and Legged you to baptize us.” ” 


(To be continued.) 
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ORDINATIONS. 


On the 24th of September, the 
Rev. MatrtuEw R. Dutton, was 
ordained Pastor over the church in 
Stratford. The Rev. Mr. Andrews 
of Danbury, made the introductory 
prayer; the Rev. Dr. Dwight preach- 
ed the from Gal. i. 8, 9 ; the 
, of Huntington, made 
ing prayer ; the Rev. 






Rev. 
the 


Mr. Cla ewtown, gave the 
charge ; the Rev. Mr. Elliot, of New 


Milford, the right-hand of fellow- 
ship ; the — _ bdr qr of 
brid rt, the charge to the peo- 
99 yo the Rev. Mr. Crocker, ctf 
tedding, made the concluding pray- 
er. ‘The day was fine, the assembly 
large and attentive, and the per- 
tormances excellent. 


———— 


ORDAINED, in Norwich, over 
the Church in Chelsea Society, on 
the 27th ult. the Rev. ALFRED 
MITCHELL. The introductory 





prayer was made by the Rev. Mr. 
W aldo, of Preston ; the sermon was 
preached by the Rey. Professor Por- 
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ter, of Andover; the Rev. Dr. 
Marsh, of Wetherfield, made the 
consecrating prayer ; the Rev. Mr. 
Nott, of Franklin, gave the charge ; 
the Rev. Mr. Nelson, of Lisbon, ex- 
pressed the fellowship of the church- 
es ; the Rev. Dr. Strong, of Norwich, 

ve the charge to the le; and 
the Rev. Mr. Alden, of Montville, 
made the concluding prayer. 


——— 


On Wednesday the 12th of Octo- 
ber, the Rev. W1LL1AmM R. GouLpD 
was ordained an Evangelist, by the 
North Consociation of Hartford 





Ordination.... 


Donations. | Noy, 
County, at their Meeting at Ep. 
field, by the request of the Mission- 
ary Society of Connecticut, with 
view of employmeut in their ser- 
vice, asa Missionary, in the state 
of Ohio The Rev. Mr. Bartlett 
made the introductory prayer ; the 
Rev. Mr. Flint preached the sermon 
from John xxi. 16; the Bev. Mr. 
Gaylord made the consecrating 
= the Rev. Mr. Goodrich of 

rlin gave the charge ; the Rev. 
Mr. Porter of Farmi gave the 
right-hand of fel ip ; and the 
Rev. Mr. M‘Lean made the conclu- 
ding Prayer. 





Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 
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Oct. 5. From Rev. John Bascom, collected in new settlements, § 3 2% 

13. From the Coventry Female Friendly Society, by the hands 

of Rev. Ephraim T. Woodruff, to be applied to annual 
expenditures, - - “ ° ~ 7 - 32 2% 
19. From Rev. Israel Brainerd, collected in new settlements, 13 38 
From Rev. Ard Hoyt, do. do. 1 87 
From Rev. William Wick, do. do, 4 00 
From Rev. John Spencer, do. do. 20 15 
From Rev. John Seward, do. do. 5 00 
From Rev. Abraham Scott, do. de. 35 02 

From an Old Man in Exeter Society, in Lebanon, in the 
88th year of his age, os - + = 100 
20. From a Friend sions, - - - “- - - 10 
22. Froma Fri issions, - - - -\ = ,2. 40 
25. FromWidow Mary Dewey, of Harwinton, a Donation, | 1 00 





& 127 86 


